2. Lang-Siegel towers

Objekttyp:  Chapter

Zeitschrift:  L'Enseignement Mathématique

Band (Jahr): 36 (1990)

Heft 1-2: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHEMATIQUE

PDF erstellt am: 25.05.2024

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte an
den Inhalten der Zeitschriften. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei den Herausgebern.

Die auf der Plattform e-periodica vero6ffentlichten Dokumente stehen fir nicht-kommerzielle Zwecke in
Lehre und Forschung sowie fiir die private Nutzung frei zur Verfiigung. Einzelne Dateien oder
Ausdrucke aus diesem Angebot kbnnen zusammen mit diesen Nutzungsbedingungen und den
korrekten Herkunftsbezeichnungen weitergegeben werden.

Das Veroffentlichen von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen ist nur mit vorheriger Genehmigung
der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Die systematische Speicherung von Teilen des elektronischen Angebots
auf anderen Servern bedarf ebenfalls des schriftlichen Einverstandnisses der Rechteinhaber.

Haftungsausschluss

Alle Angaben erfolgen ohne Gewabhr fir Vollstandigkeit oder Richtigkeit. Es wird keine Haftung
Ubernommen fiir Schaden durch die Verwendung von Informationen aus diesem Online-Angebot oder
durch das Fehlen von Informationen. Dies gilt auch fur Inhalte Dritter, die tUber dieses Angebot
zuganglich sind.

Ein Dienst der ETH-Bibliothek
ETH Zirich, Ramistrasse 101, 8092 Zirich, Schweiz, www.library.ethz.ch

http://www.e-periodica.ch



418 R. F. COLEMAN

in X’(S). Suppose X is an Abelian scheme over S and R is the subgroup of
X (S) consisting of constant sections of X/S. Let s € X(S). Then the set s + R
is a set of bounded height.

LEMMA 3.1.1 (Manin). Suppose E is a finite dimensional K vector
subspace of K(C). Then the set

T={seC(S):3k#0e E suchthat s*k =0}
has bounded height.

Proof. Without loss of generality we may increase E to suppose that the
rational map g: C — Py(E) given on points by x = (e€ E— e(x)) is birational
onto its image (note: g is actually a morphism on the compliment of the polar
locus of E). It follows that g induces an embedding of the generic fiber of C/S
into Pk, (E ® K(S)). Let A denote the logarithmic height with respect to this
embedding. It follows that if s € C(S), gos is constant or gos has degree
one. In the former case A(s) is zero and the degree of the Zariski closure of
gos(S) in P(F) in the latter.

Now if s € T, and gos is not constant, it follows that the Zariski closure
of gos(S) is a component of a hyperplane section of the Zariski closure of
2(C). Hence, h(s) is less than or equal to the degree of the Zariski closure of
g(C). This proves the lemma. L[]

The key property about heights we will need is:

THEOREM 3.1.2. Suppose C — S is as in the above theorem. If C(S)
contains an infinite set of bounded height then C is a constant family.

(See Corollary 2.2, Chapter 8 of [L-FD].)
Hence all we need prove is that the elements of C(S) have bounded height.

2. LANG-SIEGEL TOWERS

Suppose the genus of C'is at least 1. Suppose 7'is an infinite subset of C(S).

PROPOSITION 3.2.1. There exists a projective system of curves
{Cu} Al n})ymneZsy, and n<m, over K such that
®» G=C,
(i) An.:C,— C, is étale,




MORDELL CONJECTURE 419

(1)  (hm1) YD) N Cn(S) is infinite,

(iv)  There exists a finite covering S, , of S such that the fiber product
of hmn. with S, , is Galois, Abelian and of positive degree.

Let J denote the Jacobian scheme of C over S. Let a: C — J be an Albanese
morphism. Let p be a prime. Let T denote the closure of a(T) in J(S) ® Z,.
Since a(T) is infinite it follow from the Mordell-Weil Theorem that there exists
ateT— a(T). Let t, € T such that r — a(t,) € p"J(S). Let C, denote the
normalization of the fiber-product of C and J via the map H,:x = p"x + 1,
and 4, ; the natural map from C, to C. It follows that C, is defined over S
and since H,,(J(S)) 2 {t,:m | n} that A, (C,(S)) contains an infinite subset
of T.

All that remains is to exhibit the maps #4,, ,. Clearly, ¢, — ¢, = p"ry, , for
some r, , € J(S). Let H, , denote the map x:p™~"x +r, ,. Then H,
= H, °H, ,. It follows that H,, , pulls back to a morphism #4,, ,: C,, = C,.
It is easy to see that this morphism becomes Abelian after adjoining the
p’”~"-torsion points on J. This proves the proposition. [

Remark. One can also prove the above proposition with the condition
n < m replaced by n | m.

3. COROLLARIES OF THE THEOREM OF THE KERNEL

LEMMA 3.3.1. Suppose g:X' — X is a morphism of smooth proper
schemes with geometrically connected fibers over S. Then if n e PF(X'/S)
and s,t e X(S),(g*n) (s, 1) = n(gos, got).

Proof. This follows easily from Lemma 1.3.2. [J

Suppose J is the Jacobian of C over S and g is an Albanese morphism,
then since g*:Hpp(J/S) > Hpp(C/S) is an isomorphism g*:PF(J/S)
— PF(C/S) is an isomorphism.

LEMMA 3.3.2. Let u be a fixed Picard-Fuchs differential equation on

C/S. Then {u(s,t):s,t e C(S)} lies in a finite dimensional subspace of
K[S] over K.

Proof. Suppose L € PF(J/S) such that g*[ = . The lemma follows
from the Mordell-Weil theorem which together with the Theorem of the kernel
implies that J(S) modulo the kernel of the homomorphism s — [i(e, s) is a
finitely generated Abelian group. [
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