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peace will come to Europe and the world within the limit of this present
lezislature; but the peace will bring a multitude of problems.

The first two meetings were taken up by validation formalities,
These were somewhat longer this time than generally, because of an appeal for
an investigation of the elections in the Cantons of Vaud ancé Geneva, In each
of these districts one list was rejected, becavse it carried the names of
candidates who were not eligible by virtue of the Federal decree prohibiting
all political activity on the part of the Commmnist Party or analogous
organizationg, but the representatives from both Vaud and Geneva were declared
elected,

The chambers have elected their various officers,

Notional Council:

President: Dr. oec. publ. Paul Gysler von Obfelden, born 1893
(Prasident und Ceschaftsfuhrer verschiedener
gewerblicher und industrieller Organisationen,
Mitglied der Bauern-Gewerbe -und Blrgerpartei)

Vice-President: Dr. Pierre Aeby, von Fribourg,born 1884 (Catholic)

State Council;:

President: Dr, jur. Adolf Suter,von Muotathal,born 1882
(Gerichtspraesident in Schwyz) (Catholic-Conservative)

Vice-President: Dr. Paul Al‘wegg,a Thurgovian,born 1884 (Radical)

el e ek ¢ e Te e 8

ELECTION OF THE SWISS FEDFRAL COUNCIL.

At the beginnlng of the week the different parliamentary groups held important
meetings, The purpose of these meetings was to name a successor for Mr.,

Wetter, Federal Councillor, who has resigned for the end of the year. The three
groups forming the governmental majority that is, the Radical-Democrats, the
Catholic-Congervatives and the Agrarians, have declded to present for re-election
the six remaining Federal Councillors who have accepted to stand again for
election. They are: Dr. Marcel Pilet-Golaz, Dr. Philipp Etter, Dr.Walter Stampfli,
Dr.Enrico Celio, Mr. Rdward von Steiger, Dr, Karl Kobelt., These parties are not
nominating a candidate for MMr. Wetter's succession. That means that they are
leaving the door open for the election of a Socialist candidate. The

Socialists are presenting two candidates, Mr, Ernst Nobs, 1886, Henri Perret,18385,
National Councillor and director of the Neuchatel Cantonal Technicum of ILe ILocle,

On December 1Hth the two houses have re-elected the six Federal Councillors and
elected one new one, Mr. Ernst Nobs, Socialist.

An imposing majority of 197 votes elected Dr. Stampfli president. (Vice president
in 1943,) Dr. Pilet-Golaz was elected vice president by 147 votes with a
required majority of 97.
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THE QUESTION OF DENATIONALISATION OF SWISS CITIZENS BREFORE THE SWISS PARL IAMENT,

During the first week the chief debate was on the Federal Council's Decree
making it possible to withdraw the Swiss citizenship from Swiss citizens residing
abroad who show themselves unworthy of theix citizenship by activity directed
gzainst the independence of theilr country. . ILuckily they are not large in
number, The few that can be found, however, do admit makinz themselves the
championg of foreign ideologies that are entirely incompatible with our
traditions and our institutions., Compatriots living in the countries where
this.activity was carried on have been the Tirst to complain about this and to
ask for measures against it. To be sure, the withdrawal of citizenship is an
exceptional measure, little in harmony with our juridical conception of things,
and our authorities have no desire to increase the number of people in the
world who are without natlonality.




-

“In the cowige ol tho debate in the Notilonal Couvncil, a nunber of wepresontatives
pointad out. tho tnusual cheracter ol the decroe, how much it was contrary to
our deep sentiiments on law and rights, but there st be some defense against
such danzayouvs actvivities. The -withdrawal of citizenshin is one ol the few
effective aras that can be resorted to, This was the opinion of the Natlonal
Council aftor hearins the explanation o¥f the head of the Department of
Justice and Police, anc this opinion was aporvoved with a vory large majority,
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COST OF LIVING IN ST/ITZ "LAKD.

Price levels have been stable for gome weeks, So far, the aporoach of every
winter has nde the increased cost of living a serious problem, and the
avthovities heve done everything possgible to stabilise nirices. Durin~ the
past year the cost of living index, now 49 points above that of Aucust 1939,
has rigsen only six points, On lst September, the State-~controlled milk
price was raised by one centime per litre, the price of bread was lowered.
The increase in wages has only slowly folloed the increased cost of living;
in all bdbranches the wege-earner has to bear come helf of the higher expense
himgelf, Thoe lowest wage-carners have been miven the highest increade,

State employecs are granted a gpeclal bomun every aubumn - a step imitated
by aogt private businesses to cover the cost of winter fuel, potatoes,

winter clothing and shoes, This avtunn new shoe and textile cards have

been lsgsusd after a marked drop in sales dbecause of high prices. Since the
outbreak of war, the price of bdecf has more than doubled, that of porit has
trebled., Ious cost three times as mueh ag 'in 1939, Coal and wood prices
have doubled, The tarifi for pudbllc works, zasg, electricity and railways,
hed remained practically stable. The worst strain on small incomes is the
cost of clothes and shoes, A qualified mason ecrns about two francs per
hour, Im 1932 he eained only Trs. 1.70 ané in 1914 Frs.0.57. Between
1914 and 1339 mason's wages thus inereased b 152 per cent, In the same
period the cout of living only nose by 45 per cent., so that the masonsa!
surplus buying nover was large. Since the war, the cost of living has risen
another 0/ per cent,, and wages only 20 por cent.,which shows that if the war
soes on long enoush the whole improvement achleved in the workers!

situation dunin e past 25 years micht disaonpear. That is why stabilisation
of priees, sivict vationing and strong measures against the black market are

$0 essential to the internal soclal peace or the country,

[

Rents, except in the new buildings, have renained ag before, Taxes have
enormously increased on a progressive scale which bears only lisghtly on the
small pocke?, The lowest wage classes egpeclally in the towns, can buy
potatoes, coal, clothes, shoes, etc. at prices kept artificially low by the
Govermment, This 1¢ not charity, bul an emergency Government mcasure to
prevent mundreds ol thousands of people havin, to fall back on public or
private charity. Natorally, it 1s the faoimers who profit most from the
increcased cont of food, and 1t needs a strons hand in the CGovernment to
prevent asriculiural prices from rising still higher, On the whole, the
price and wase discussion has become much milder this autwan than during
the past two years, vhen the price curve wag climbine steadily up.

The stability of the cost of living seems well maintained., The Index of
Retail puiceg, calculated by the Swiss Co-operative Society, registers no
noteworthy changses for the perlod lst Junc -~ lst September, On the whole
prices are below those of the corregponding period of the first Torld war.
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