Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 10 (1944-1945)

Heft: 10

Artikel: Switzerland and Soviet Russia
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942776

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942776
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

s

The Zurich Socialist paper "Volksrecht!,only to mention one among the
many Liberal and Social Democratic voices,writes that during more than. five years
of mobilization,General Guisan has brilliantly carried out his tasgks maintaining
the people's will for resistance and leading not only the army but. the whole
armed nation,

On the occasion of General Guisan's resignation, the Swedish paper,
Stockholm's "ideningen™ in an editorial paid high tribute to the Commander-in-
Chief of the Swisg Army, The paper declares that through his activity General
Guisan has made himself a name which reaches far beyond Switzerland's frontiers,
General Guisan is a brilliant representative of the Swiss people's will to defend
their country to the last and this will has had to stand many a hard test during
thig war,much more than thils has becn the case for Sweden, Especially when
Switzerland had been completely surrounded by the forces of the Axis powers,General
Guisan in his well known order of the day,had inspired the Swissg people with
confidence and courage and had gained for himself great popularity,
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SWITZERLAND AND SOVIET RUSSIA.

As you may remember,Switzerlond undertook last Fall official stops for
the re-cstablishment of normel diplomatic rclations with Soviet Russia after an
interruption of some 25 years, This proposition found an absolutely negative
echo, Since that time the Soviet Press and Radio has not cecased to shout off
accusations of an extremely serious character against our country, A great many
of these reproaches are completely lacking all foundations and all we can do when
we hear them is to shrug our shoulders, We do not consider them worthy of being
answerced, If some peoplc are accusing us of having beon pro-fascist in our
official policy, we do not even try to defend ourselves,for expericnce tells that
whatever you do,you are always considered pro-enemy in the eyes of somebody or
other, We know that we are good and true democrats and that is all we need to
keep our conscience quiet in this respect. We are convinced that justice will be
done to us sooner or later, :

The Russians have also accused us of ill-treating Russian internecs and
refugees who have come to our country during this war. It is true,certain
regrettable incidents have taken place, In the course of uproars two Russian
internces have unfortunately been killed, But it 1s also true that these men had
assaulted our soldiers who guarded thom, In this matter a most thorough investiga~-
tion has becen made, the results of which will be made known before the end of
thig month, The question will then be taken up again. We are firmly determined
to reveal the facts about these incidents with complete objectivity to exculpate
ourselves of the acts we have been accused of, but also to admit eventual errors
we mgy have made or misunderstandings.which may have occurred.

Recently,the Soviet government decided to expel from the Russian
occupied territories all Swiss citizens regardless of their being private persons
or diplomatic or consular representatives, Several of them have already returned
to Switzerland and others arc on their way home’ after having passed via Odessa
and Turkey. Their reports reveal that our compatriots have been thc victims of
certain excesses, These excesses are of the same kind as:qther acts which scem
to belong to modern warfare. At ony rate these compatriots of ours have not been
worse off than the citizens of other countries,at least as far as the cases in
Germany and in Vienna are concerned. In Budapest more scrious and still
unexplained incidents have happened. And our two diplomatic representatives there
are still prisoncrs in Russian hands, Thoge who had been accredited in Berlin
and Vienna have been able to retum home; they have suffered only material losses,
They had been treated correctly but had not been granted any of the facilities
which are customary in diplomatic relations. :

The fact that Swiss citizens could be repatriated after all might have
been even a favorable sign although the Russians did not allow our consular
services to take care of the interests of our compatriots in the regions. under
Bugsian control, Now suddenly Radio Moscow announces that the Soviet government
has decided to suspend all repatriations of Swiss citizens until it has received
precise news about the conditions in which the Russian internces and refugees are
kept in Switzerlend,and also about the steps takon by the Swiss authorities for
the repatriation of these Russians.
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At the moment there are about 11,000 Russian internees in - 'r country.
They are mostly former prisoners:of war who escaped from Germaon canps at the time
of the Reich's collapse, They haveé‘all been well treated and have been taken
good care of, They are enjoying the same privileges which accordowg to inter-
national conventions we have granted all‘foreign soldiers who have come o oebk
refuge in our country. On June 16 I saw about a hundred of thesc Russians:
accompanied by 8 unarmed Swiss soldicrs taking a walk in the strcots of BDerne
and singing their national songso' They were all- properly dressed in new uniforms
and looked extremely healthy,  Why are they still in Switzerland? ?Ay have they.
not yet gone back to their own country from which they have been separated for
such a long time?, Our authorities have declarcd themseives willing to let them
g0. There is no" obstacle ih their way if they want to do $0, We have never tried
to retain them and only in the intercsts of the countries which they will have to
pass we have submitted them to a sanitary quarantine,an elemontory hygienic measure
whose value cannot be discussed; If they are gtill in Switzerland, it 1s becauso
they don't know by which route they would be able to travel home, A4nother
reagon is that our neighboring countries and the military aunthoritics who are in’
charge of them have not put at our disposal:the'means of %ransporftation which
are indispensablc for thesc repatriations. The difficultics have cerbainly not
their source with the Swiss authorities. .They arc caused by circamstances which
are beyond our control Nevertheless, all these Russian internces are welcome
in our country and our poopl havé”r9061Ved them with friendliness, We have
done everything in our power to take ‘good care of them and to cure the effects
of the moral and physical hardships thby have had to endure in German orison
camps. We understand their wish to- rpturn home and also the w1sh o the Soviet
government to sce those men back again on Russian t“rr1t0“ya We nev T,in the
least, opposed ourselves agalnst ‘these very natural feolifigs for vc arc respecting
internatlonal law as well as we deci&e for dndividual freedom, The steps taken
by dur authorities have led to no positive results so far but they will not fail
to do so if the Russian dlplomacv will 1ond a hand to it, This voice would
undoubtedly be hcard, Wouldn't it be much simpler to stralghton out thls'
problem in direct contact without intormedlarius instead of communicatwng
government ‘decisions through officious radid stoations? uﬂlthrland would be
willing,as the Russian rcfusal last November has chonged nothing in our plans and
intentions, She would be glad to meet a similar attitude in her far way
inturlocutbrs. The Russian auﬂhorities vioul & then flnd that in th*s matter no .
reproaches can bc muue to Switze 1and
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HAS SWITZERLAND ENOUGH TO EAT?
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Food. rations in our country ha.VO grown VCI‘J Smaul and our pqu...u are
cagerly expecting new 1mports.' The Federal statistlcal o;flce in Berne hag -
published several most interestlng figures, comparlng the food situation in our
country during the first 'and the second world war, They reveal above all that’
in the first war no major restrictions were necessary during the first year and
that also in this war 1940 was still a rula’civoly good year, Tn January 1917
sugar had still been free, In December of thé same year, the ‘ration had bcen
750 grams. In January 1940 however, the monthly quantiuy of sugar alLowed per hoau
was 2000 grams and in Deccmber 1000 grams, Today,the flguro hag even dropped to
500 grams, Spaghetties,macaroniocs” and noodlés had 'still been unrationed until
late in the summer 1917, and in 1918, the monthly ratién had varied from 350 to
400 grams. Today we cnly get 250 grams, The presont ‘bread ratlon is about as
high as in the last years of the first war., Cheese rations are even o bit’ hlgher.
But meat had not been ratloned at ‘all in the first war vhile today it has become
a very scarce article, Edible fats and oils had only been rationed in the last
month of the first war and’ dur ing a short period” ‘afterwards, ”oday the foodstuffs
which have grown rarest in-our country are Jjust fat and 0il, : If Swituzerland could
import more fats, a most important food ‘problem would bp SOTVOu fﬁ; there are
sufficient quantities of potatoes in the country,’” :

SW1tzer1and would 1ike to extend her rellef and ald actlonso After the
departure of the internees and refugees “in our country she would 1ike to welcome
new categorles of them,especially a great number of undernourished Dutch
children, ' Reports from Holland' continuc to' saj save ¢ur children who are weak
and underfed and need great care, But our countrv s charitable actions create
the great problems of food supply. Nevertholoss we are determlned uO accept
further tens of thousands of needy people, '
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