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a {irmer footing, The workers will, wlta the as sis»anco of the tradec-union and
of the instrument they hwvo within thc factory = the workers! committee -
succeed in auh11nin ;,a9 an economical alement, such importance and approval by
the entbrnfisc as they have so far only cnjoyed as citizens in politics., Ve
have a great wvolution before us, Here, there ig a new democracy in the making,
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"A SWISS LOOKS AT NEW ZEALAID",

ThefNew Zealanders,as the Swigs,are prepared to defend their country.
You know the New Zealand soldders' songs, thils is the choir of a Swiss
regiment singing ~ (Yodel) - the joy of the sun rising,the light,the warmth,

BEvery Swiss loves his country, his homeland., The New Zcalanders,I
found,love their homeland very much too, very,very much., You are lucky to have
only one natlonal language, not four as in Switzorland; but I was just wonder-
ing how many of you realisc that there ‘are four diffcerent Now Zealands within
<your onc country, Bh - you don't believe me?  Well,thore is the North Island

“with 1ts variations; thorc is the West Coast of the South Island; there is
tho'East Coast of the gouth Island;  and then theve ‘is Stowart Island,

. I almost fecl inclinod to think when our wisc Lord crcated thoe world
He worked four days of the wook making New Zoaland, on the fifth He made the
rein and wind and sunshine and theon rcsted for two days and énjoyed New Zealand.
It 1s & 1iutlo bit differcent in Switzorland: the logend says: " "When our wise
Lord had made the world Ho had a tromendous lot of dirt loft over, Ho found an
“oemply - 11ttlo space right in the midst of Europe,so he worked hard for five days
and: on Saturday morning He clcancd thu count ry and then took a day and a half

nost, -That is the rcason, concludos thb lcgznd why Swiﬁzurl;nd is so beautiful,

I have scen both countrics now and if it werc possible I would like to
live with onc foot in Now Zealand and with tho othor in Switzorland. Soriously,
you can not comparc the two countrics - thoy arc,in spite of being onc country
wlth four different charactors cach,very diffcrent, Of course you arc inclincd
to seck in another country what you find in your own land. Put an Australian on
a boat at Patterson Inlet of Stewart Island you will hoar him say:. "That's like
Whitsunday Passage of the Great Barricr Recf.!" I thought so too till I lookod
Angtinetivoly for corals and didn't find thom; and gum trucs,mnd didn't find
thamy add when I fished I landoed a blue cod,not a parrott fish;  and whon I
went-into the forcst I didn't find Koala bears but Po mguing;  and no Kookaburra
lavghed when the sun wont down,bdbut the Tui sang in tho floWLring rata and tho
it ton blrds Lloppud into tholr holes and chattod, - How mwny ‘cultivated fiolds

n

or paddocks or villages do you find in Eglinton Vallcv, or ghall wo say, how many

chalet do you find round Lakc Taupo? Where do you find in Switzorland a
MacKenzic country and vhere do you find Alps with so much snow and ice and so
Fkittlo rock as in Now Zealand? Tho Swiss Alps arc quite differont -thore thoy
are.rocks with ico and snow and the snow is difforont and the ice is different.
Ini Switzorland tho perpotual snow boundary in midsummer is at betweon 8,000 and
9,000 fret,and the mountains go up to 15,000 feot - horc’in‘NQW anlahd Tl
between 5,000 and 5,000 feot and Mb.Cook reaches 12,000 foot., It's 300 -milcs
to the soa in Switz.rland - how far away fromn tho‘sca arc the Now Zealand Alps
- on either side? - The Swiss Alps arc the roof of a'whole contincnt,of Europc -
its rivers rcach four diffcront scas, The Now Zealand Alps form the spinc of
the South Igland.

You do not have to take your cattlc and shoop indoors in winter timo-
you have to in Switzerland., It's uscless to look in Switzcrland for active or
oxtinet velcanoos.  You never will find in Switzerland such a beautiful chaotic
greon scéonery as you sco between Kaikoho and Oponini, * You can scarch the whole
worlkd and you won't find a Kauri Forost such as you have - so don't cut them . -
down, not even bit by bit,not unless you wish to anndy scicntists and tourlsts
and all thosc who love unique beauty,

New Zenland and Switzerland are not competltors - not even in regard
to. tourisn and therefore we can work together,as there 1s no need to be jealous.
Now, there arec vary_few really good hotels in New Zealand. Personally I struck

only one really first class hotel for instance,in the South Island~ but mind you,

I have not been everywhere! How that standard compares to Swiss hotel
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clagsification is not for me to judge as I am not an expert,but I do enjoy a.
nice reception,a beautiful view,a good meal,not to speak of a good ‘bed and other
comforts, Now you know what T expect of a hOLLl ~ you .can undorstand ny  saying
mogt hotels don't. thlnk about tha view, I dare say you can build 10 .hotels in
Queenstown, Now bulld one more hotel furthe r up the Lake on the other gide
 from where you sce the Alps - and this one hotel will take away all tourists
from Queonstown which owes its origin to miaing. Miners stick their nose in
the yround,not in *the air ag tourists do, And the good eclass tourist loves his
stomach and so the present unattractive bars will have to disappear,whether
the owners like it .or not,and be re placed by a comfortable restaurant., Have
“a look at a Swiss hotel where you say: '"Eab well,drink well, " not where you
drink the rest is unlmportant ‘Mind you the Sw1ss hotels have competition and
look back upon an old tradition, and one day the New Zealand schoolchildren
might also sing a song similar in character to this one\"Up,tﬂure in the
mountains, I have my old éhalot;..ﬁ : :

I lovo childrcn and I vas grbatly 1mpr@ssud;with your open air schools.

And I watchcd in Wbllln ton how a nollceman tanght patiently and friendly some
children who wanted to crbss. the road-wrong .Y+ . You should have seen the proud

and. hwopy faces of uhose chlldren when thoy know how to, cross the reoad correctly,
All Swiss children receive their cducation in public schools and tho Government
spends lavighly on .schooling,and for once the taxpayer does not grumble, The
Noew Zealanders,as the Swiss,like to vrumble ,specially about the Government, Bub
where on earth do you find a nation without grumblers, - And the Govemment is
like the radip ~ it always should do something else at the time which suits you
%o Listen in, Radio is constantly on the move - not stable That is vory
healthy, One day goon you also w1ll bg ablg to send your:waves round the world,
ghortwave, I will be llstunlng 1n,and S0 Vill,I am_sure,a good many New
Zecalanders 11v1ng or travelling abroad I have, myu New Zealandexs all round
the world, Thoy aro good mixers abroad and some arc ungmvod - Woll listen to
one of Mondclsolnn!'s "Song Wjthout Words", Op. .30 ,No. 24

16 Sud-seme Wihe ago when T éaw d'dqncg to-this music, A New Zcaland
girl,a wonderful dancer,was ifts orlplnatol the chorcographcer, - And how could
I forget her "Joan of. Arc” dance ~ all oxpru531on ~ and when -the agony of bping
‘burnt aliye is grbutpSu there is no more-music - .all oxpresslon."

I have mss thousands of you - Laxmqrs,lntolloctuals factory woﬁcors,
boss03 and employces - but I met only tvu .men . who werc not out to help me,:
That friondliness is an asget of  the country whlch :cannot bg valued in monsy
like the great o vork ox your Red Cross Sociu+ leg. .. Dontt rulax as tho war is
ovar, the Red Gross in puacctlmo 18 importanc and needs you. Though you are
lslanders, you arc nob 1solated ﬂnd your contrlbutlon to .pregerve a world worth
living :in is nbcossarJ. Fortunatcly Fou h&Vu not and do not cultivate the
gpirit of isolation. leu and lot livu and oxchango and. absorb what isg good in
this world, that is tho allfound splrlt and goodwill I found in New Zcaland and
the same spirit you will find in Sw1tzbrland .~ This is ‘perhaps an answer to the
quostion why New Zoalanders and ‘Swiss. citizens.do not quarrel but are friendg,.
and why Swiss people love this countny ;and why Swiss peaple wish to know more
about it, They arc cagoer to lcarn and . manJ Aave the wish to come and settle here,
You see Switzerland is not qulte one—thlrd the size .of Noew Zealand but bas a
population threc times larger, I met. a good many Swiss .and descendants of. Swiss
in Now Zealand Thpy are happy hcre love their work and have become New
Zealandors. Pbrsonally I don't liKL at all leav1ng your country -~ I wigh-JI
could stay here,and so I hope onc day I can ccturn,as New Zealand has a
wondarful future Urcmu po=31b111tles angd .so wuch to offer.

In ny DiarJ, I Wrote- »”Walkarcmoala,94th Deconbaf 1946 It is ‘
Ohristnas Eve today and I had to remind myself of it as onc loses 1n thisg
peaceful w1ldern03s all” sen'sg “of time and dayv. apd yoar, I remembored that a
fortnight ago I left Austrnlla and -flew. abovy the clouds ~to this puradise -
and I wondored why I over lived in obhor countrics, 1 - e {

Thot night I heard over the Swiss Shoxntwave Station th groetings of
a brother of mlno. viore 1nd axtol thp gla\ulng, I heard the bolls.of ‘my homo
‘town, = 5 was Chrlqtmqﬂ Evo and I .was far away £rom. home; It rainedy it .did
not snow, But rmln s lovuly tqo’— tho sonﬂ of rain mgans life.  That was my..
 Christmos’ Bvo, e E Srae ks e
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And then I had a true Now Zoaland Christmas, I read you a part of my
Diary:

"The sunset wag a dream,the Lake changed colours all the time till
1t endod to be a silver plate which slowly dimmed and the mountain ranges grew
daxk %o silhonettes and then they grew into the night sky. And this whole
beauty was accompanied by the evening song of the birds. I stood on a clearance
overlooking the forest on one side,and the Lake on the other - and the forest
became a fantasgtic mystetry, There was no wind,nothing moved,and yet the
forest was full of music,so clear as if it came from Heaven. The Tui sang his
call and the Bellbirds sang but distant, I thought there must be somewhere a
herd of cattle with bells., The amazing Bellbird call has 6 notes and a shake
at the end and the effect of a few hundreds or thousands singing is just too
much for the imaginatioh. The harmony became perfection - that was absolute
music, Everything lost its significance excepnt beauty - and that beauty wag
a creation, Ag the colours faded so did this evensong and the mystery of the
forest grew., A fow Bellbirds still called - and then the Tui - and then it
was qulet and the giant treces emerged into the forests as one great dignity
which became one with the night."

Well,my dear listencrs,I leamned a lot in your country - and could go
on talking about your sclentists,in whom I have faith - about your Universitics-
of your citics and towns and villages,State Houses and tents -~ your white coal
which is the only power and raw material Switzerland posscsses,and then about
the great and all important backbone of New Zcaland - the farmer, the agricultural
industry. Good things and not so good things - butter yields and Corriedales—
soll crosion -that is a very scrious problem which however can and must be
stopped by thls very backbone - by the famers themselves.

o a good many Now Zealanders helped me,and I wish to thank you all
and I wish to thank New Zcaland for -its hospitality. Some of you,after
egcaping from prisoner-of-war camps,have expericnced rccently Swiss hospitality.
If your improssion of Switzorland is as good as mine is of Now Zealand,I can
be thankful and proud of my country, Perhaps you have noticod how my peoplo
love thelr country and when you heard our Swiss Psalm, our National Anthemn,

e rhaps you felt how deep a love can root,

This is Lucas Stoehelin thanking you for having me in your country.
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"SOCIAL  CLUB  AUCKLAND",

The: Annual Mecting of the Swiss Sccial Club,Auckland,was hold on
December l7th,l945,and on reviewing our ycarls activitles we again had pleasure
in noticing how popular the social gatherings were becoming. Our Picnic alas
ls ¢t11l a thorn' in our pride and this year,1947,sces us without our annual picnic,

- The novwi Committee for tho year 1946-47 is as follows:

" Prosident: Mr,A.Peyer,
Becretary: Miss B.Haltmoyer.
Treagurer: Mrg,G.Kerlor, ;
- Committec Members: Mr, Camcnzind, Mr.Kerler,Mrs, Poyer,

Mr,and Mrs.Moosberger,Mr,and Mrs,Steyer,

‘The past Committeo wishes to cxprogs its thanks to all frionds_who‘
have so ably assisted in helping to make our entortainments a success - a special
word of thanksg to Mr,P,Bouchler for all hig help and we regret that he is not on
our new Committcec,but Switzerland called and he hoard!! e wish him God spocd
and. the best of luck'= auf wiocder schen Poter,
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