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still in thelr infancy, partlicularly the machine industry. The latter was
unable to develop so long as the requislite raw materials, which had to s
nbtained from abroad, were subject to such high cost of transport and to the
complicated conditions, which hindsred free trade within the country i1tself,
It took a long time for the rallwey to be adopted in Swltzerland; the first
railway line was laild down in 1847 betwsen Zurlch and Baden, Postal Revenue
came wilthin the competence of each individual Canton, so that there were a
number of different postal administrations. All attempis to simplify the
economic 1life of the country, to do away with excise duties and bridge tolls,
and to introduce the unlfication of Swiss currency, preved a long and arduous
business. The inhabitants of the central Cantons were far less susceptible
to these difficulties, than were the more enterprising Swiss from the -Eastern
Cantons, as a result of which there was a conslderable dilfference in opinion
on these matters.

In comparison with other countries, Switzerland was, already then, from the
soclal point of view, a well~to—do and well balanced ceuntry, Compared with
her present situation, however, ‘she was a much poorer country., Her soil was
tso sterile to provide food for her population, which was on the increase,
Thousands of her children emigrated %o overseas lands., Moreover, at that
time, young men could still joln foreign Armies in the capaclty of
mercenaries,

The Xing nf Naples had several Swiss regiments in his service and young men
who were unable to make good in their home-land, were only too glad to serve
in them for a few years. There were beggars and poverty, and when the
harvest faildd there would be famine in many a village, up in the mountains,
or down in the valley. The. people wers pocrer than they are today, but,

all’ the same, they werse full of vital forces and intellectually alert. They
WOT8 - able to cops with theldifficultias of that pericd and to make the best
of: 1%, pae ; : : :
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Todey, the 8th of May 1948, ‘marks the 120%h anniversary- of Henry Dunant, the
- founder of the Red Gross; On this same day, three yeoars ago hostilities of
the second world war came to an end in Eurape. Cn this memorable day the

SWISS RED CROSS

sends a oall to meditation upon - the spiritual forces’ which have imbued the

~ work' of the Red Cross since:the Battle aof ‘Solferino, te all the Red Cross,
Red Crescent and'Red Lion and Sun Societies, 'and through them, %to men, -winen
and children of all netions, ‘as well as to their governments, - Today, the
spirit end work of the Red Oross-are more than ever in danger, The -
sinister aspest of this peril lies in the. fact that until today the
“foundations of a veritabls peace, so sadly needed by humanity, has not yet
Poen Tatas "t A TR ' . '

 The spiritual force, of which the Red Cross was borm, is the feellng of
‘kinghip of all men; in our fellow-man we see. ourselves, our value and dignity,

. our longing for Justloe and love, but also our wesknesses and shortcomings,

" The feeling of kinship of all’ mankind is ths feelinp of common origin and
destiny. of common -tagk and fate. : :

When we face suffering and death, our pride vaniqhss and rasial. relizious

and ‘social discrimination loses all importance: = In 1ts.place there comes
into focus the community of mankindy the responsibility of man towards man,
“irrespsctivs of his position in 1ifo.' S St

The Red Cross was created in order to alleviate suffering inflicted upon men
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through sickness. and neglect. caused by war. Red Cross ald means ald to all,
a practical application of man's responsibility toward man, The Red Cross
breaks down walls which are blinding people to the reality of their mutual
bondse. In the final analysis it means love for each individual who suffers,
even for the enemy, The Red Oross has the task of finding, in the

darkness of hate and destructlion, the human belng in need, to be truly
charitable to the nelghbour, whoever he msy be,

We all owe allegiance to the history and to the requirements of the state
to which we belong, It 1s not always easy to carry out impartially the
Red Cross mandate of belng one! brother's keeper, Thils is particularly
true with regard to those who, in the pursult of their enemies, have cast
aside all human feellng, However, in what other way can we manifest our
lown! humanitarianism, than in the attempt to free our fellow-men from the
bonds and guilt which darken their existence? Wo must look upon them,
as did Henrl Dunant, as being 211 brothers. The Red Cross must first of
all be the servant and helper of the individual, before it can be the
servant and helper of peoples, states and armies, /

Responsibility towards the individual and neighbour is not limited to the
battlefield, to suffering and deaths it enters into human relatlons as a
whole,

It is not enocugh to assist the weak and helpless; the strong and
independent, too, must learn to bridge the gaps which divide men, %o break
down barrisrs, to overcome suspicion and strife. For the mllllons every-
where, who believe in the spi®it and work of the Red Cross, 1% must be a
sacred duty to foster unity among men, tc enhance -the spir;t of under-
standing, to sirive for the suppression of brute force. It must become
our avowed tack to serve humanlty not only in time of war, after all
semblance of order has broken down, but to work with all thelr might for
the p;AVenTion of war,

The spirit of the Red Cross 1s the spirit of peace. Therefors the plea

goes out to everyone., Let us %take this spirit into our hearts and carry
it into our families, schools; professicns, parliaments, governments and

Into the relations between States,

Looking back over the past tragic years of world history, it is to bo
hoped ‘that many will become inspired = like Dunant on the battlefield of
‘Solferino = to help free mankind from feartand misery and ‘to. spare no
sacrifice to help create a human and. peaceful world,
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TEMPEST IN THu RIGION OF HAUTEVILLE,

While the inhabitants of Hauteville teook part in some ;eli%ious service, a
water hosgse of extraordinary wviolence devastated the region; rivers and
torrents grew in an instant and brcke their embankments. The waters
covered the ccuntryside and inundated many farms, The damage 1s estimated
at several hundred 'thousand Swiss francs.

| GENEVA GETS'A NEW HOTEL. ot
The -Council of State has proposed to the Grand Council of Geneva the.
subseription of the amount of one million francs to the capital of the .
Building - Society that is going to builld the "Hotel du Rhcne! and to grant to
that same society a second mortgage in the amount of five million francs,

ANOTHER WOIW IN THE WALLIS. ; .
The region near Tourtemagne 1s again being plagued by a, wolf Hunters are
- trying to track the animal down, LLROR oine
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