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4 HELVETIA

February, 1952.

the gratitude of the public was eloquently shown towards
both builders and sponsors.” The main thanks for this
achievement are due to the St. Gall Chamber of Com-
merce. They were far-sighted enough to understand
the interests of the embroidery industry which was
developing at the time and was in urgent need of men
and women designers.

But times have changed since then and the syllabus
had to be adapted to meet new requirements. The old
vocational classes were reorganised on a smaller scale to
form one textile section, and about 1930 a fashion section
was added to this in order to meet the demands
of the clothing industry. These two sections, each com-
pleting the other by their close collaboration, today form
the St. Gall School of Textiles and Fashion. Their
programme includes everything from the making of the
plan of the weave to the finished material and its
transformation inte clothing. In this way the danger
of amateurism, to which the fashion professions are
exposed, is avoided. Many people, full of confidence
in their own talents, do not realise how much real
knowledge is needed to put original ideas into effect
and give them form and colour.

It is easy enough to learn the technical side of an
industry and the artisanal basis of a trade sufficiently
well to earn a living. But fashions are continually
changing. This constant evolution demands new ideas for
fabric designs and styles; artistic ideas are mneeded. Is
inspiration something that can be learnt? Certainly, as
long as there is a foundation of artistic talent. But in
addition to this, it is necessary for sight and taste to be
continually trained and for instruction to be given by
example during practical work.

It is necessary therefore for a vocational school to
have continually at its disposal new, rich and varied
resources and equipment. Switzerland does not possess
for example the enormous means that are at the disposal
of British centres of information and vocational training
for the textile industry. Yet, with the modest means at
its disposal, the St. Gall Fashion School is also working
towards the solution of the same problems.

A well-stocked library makes it possible to gain
technical information rapidly; in it are found works
devoted not only to the decorative arts and industry, but
also to all that is remotely connected with fashion and
textiles, particularly the most up-to-date works, periodi-
cals and reproduction sheets relating to textiles and
fashion. Here is a veritable mine of ideas and sugges-
tions in both the technical and artistic fields; and for
anyone who knows how to make use of the material
put at his disposal, there is the possibility of gaining the
most valuable experience.

The “Studio,” with its collections of samples which
are continually brought up to date, is working towards
the same end. A special section, the famous “Ikle
collection,” shows laces, emburoideries, figured and
printed fabrics, costumes and ornaments from all the
countries of Europe, the Middle East and the Far East.
For an industry in which the “taste” factor plays such
an important vrole, this studio has a special value of
up-to-dateness as a basis for putting new ideas into
effect or for the training of young designers who, through
an acquaintance with old documents and their classical
forms, may be led, particularly in the embroidery
industry, along the path to the creation of novelties.

Here we must say just a few more words concern-
ing the activity of the Exhibitions Section. The close
collaboration existing between the instructional establish-
ment and the centre of studies and information makes it
very simple for the institute to fulfil its tasks of pro-
paganda for the Swiss textile industries. If the products
of these industries have aroused general admiration for
many years at international fairs and exhibitions as well
as at the Swiss Industries Fair at Basle, this is due, and

not least of all to the attractive manner in which the
lace, embroidery and fabrics have been displayed. The
arrangement of the objects displayed, the elegance of
the models, the oviginality of the designs and the play of
colours and drapes gives an attractive overall effect and
a fine unity. The St. Gall School of Textiles and Fashion
has contributed its share to these results.

The three points of the programme, instruction,
information and propaganda outline the tasks in the
field of which the Institute makes its practical contribu-
tion with a view to furthering the industrial development
of Switzerland.

NOTICE TO INTENDING
TRAVELLERS

Due to the difficulties experienced in the past by
Swiss mnationals who have travelled away from New
Zealand, and who subsequently have wished to return,
it is thought desirable to draw the attention of all
intending travellers to the fact that before leaving
New Zealand they should make application to a Collector
of Customs for a Certificate of Registration authorising
their readmission to New Zealand. The procedure is
for the traveller to produce their passport with two
photographs of passport size and complete a written
application. 'The period of wvalidity of the -certificate
granted is shown on the face of the certificate, and
the holder is permitted to return to New Zealand provided
that on arival back at a New Zealand port they cstablish
their identity and the certificate is still wvalid.
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