
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 38 (1974)

Heft: [12]

Rubrik: Hedy's corner

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


• Hedy's Corner
Are you sure you bought the right gift? A delightful Christmas

story which I heard a long time ago and which went something like
this:

A week before Christmas the Smith family and the Brown family,
who were all friends, had finished their meal at Brown's place and, as
usual, the men liked to have a yarn, so did the women and the children
wanted to play together.

Brown had been waiting for this moment and told Smith that he
had bought the latest thing in toy trains for his little son. Smith
wanted to know all about this train, so out it came. Both men became
quite engrossed with the lifelike intricacies of this mechanical toy,
they quite forgot time. What a surprise for little son—he still believes
in Santa! Upstairs, in the drawing room, the wives sat together and
the conversation was on the same lines as the men's: My dear, look
at this absolutely lovely doll I found for my little daughter!

"Oh," answered Mrs Brown, "and won't she be just thrilled to dress
her doll in all these lovely clothes." And just no time passed before
Mesdames Smith and Brown were completely absorbed in debating
which dress would suit the doll best and if perhaps one could tie a
sash here or a little belt there! And so they went on and on. What
makes it still lovelier: the little daughter still believes in Santa!

And in little daughter's bedroom she and the girl Smith discussed
what they had bought for their respective parents: "I got Mum a lovely
pack of cards, such lovely cards, don't you think so? And in case she
plays for money I also got these dainty cash boxes. Look how cute it
is!" "But," questions the little Smith girl, "your mother never plays for
money?" Anyway, this point did not matter as the two girls were
quickly engaged in a lively card game, with a small pile of money
beside each one; ' And to think Mum still believed in Santa!

The Smith and the Brown son also sat together in the boy Brown's
bedroom. Yes, they also discussed their purchases. Says boy Brown:
"You can't go wrong if you buy cigarettes for Dad. What about we
share one from the box now, you and I? The funniest thing, of course,
is that Dad still thinks there is a Santa!

And then came Christmas Day and everyone opened their parcels.
For quite some time there was a commotion as everyone also admired
the other one's gifts, however, after a while things had sorted themselves

out miraculously: The dads played with the train, the Mums
delightedly dressing the doll, the boys smoked cigars and the girls
played cprds with their pocket money at stake!

The shooting season had just opened. "Did you have any luck
today?"

"Oh yes, I got a bag of thirteen ducks."
"Were they wild ones?"
'I don't think so, but the farmer who owned them was wild!"
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