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/^LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Here isthe first contribution underthis

new column from Mr. W. Gerle.
Die Vorstellungen des Bundesrates

ueber die Anpassung der
Sozialversicherung an Europa treffen
schliesslich auch die Auslandschweizer.
Sie, die bisherfreiwillig derAHVbeitreten
und sich so AHV und IV Renten sichern
konnten, sollen diese Moeglichkeit
verlieren. DerBundesratwilldiefreiwillige
AHV auslaufen lassen. Ab Inkrafttreten
des EWR Vertrages sind Neueintritte
nicht mehrmoeglich. Bereits Versicherte
koennen die freiwillige AHV
weiterfuehren. Wer danach versichert
sein will, muss sich bei privaten
Versicherungen umsehen. Zu dieser
Massnahme will der Bundesrat greifen,
weil sonst die freiwillige AHV nach dem
EWR Abkommen auch EWR-Buerger
aufnehmen muesste.

DasAuslaufenderfreiwilligenAHVist
fuer jene Auslandschweizer halb so
schlimm, die in einem der EWR Staaten
leben. Deren Sozialversicherungs-
systemesind mitdem Unsrigen verwandt.
Diese Auslandschweizer koennen
Rentenansprueche in ihrer Wahlheimat
erwerben.

Aber 40% von Auslandschweizem
leben in Laendern ausserhalb des EWR
Raumes, die oft keine vergleichbare
Sozialversicherung kennen. Fuer diese
Auslandschweizer wird die Aufhebung
der freiwilligen AHV zu einem Problem.
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NEW AIR ROUTES IN
SWITZERLAND

The private British airline DAN-AIR is
operating again a direct service from
London-Gatwick to Bern-Belpmoos. It

hopes to attract a
lot of business
traffic between
these two cities.
ButBelpmooshas
never enjoyed
great popularity
and has always found it very difficult to
compete against airports like Kloten,
Cointrin and Basel-Mulhouse.

And CROSSAIR, the regional Swiss
airline just started a new service between
Zurich and Sitten (Sion) in the Wallis,
whilst a new regional airline with the
rather difficult name of AIR ENGIADINIA
plansto operate a service from Samedan/
St Moritz to Zurich in orderto provide the
Engadin with a direct air link to the rest of
the world.

BABY ON SHOW
Maxli, the 3 month old baby bear atthe "Bernergraben" received a great welcome

from the public when his mother, Carmen, paraded him in the open in this efficient but
rather undignified way.

HOLLYWOOD STARS
For the sole purpose of shooting just

a four minute scene for the film "Death
Becomes Her", the Oscarwinners Meryl
Streep and Goldie Hawn, together with
actor Bruce Willis and a large group of
cameramen travelled all the way from
Los Angeles to the shores of Lake
Lucerne because the film director insisted
that he wanted a dramatic background
forthefinal scene of this film. A costly four
minutes indeed.

NO NEW "SPIRIT OF BIENNE"

The School of Engineering in Biel has
given up its plans to produce a new solar
carto defend the world title it won in 1990
in Australia with its famous "Spirit of
Bienne". The reason given was lack of
funds. The original idea had been to
produce a new solar car that would have
been 20 km per hour faster than the
previous"Spirit of Bienne" butto achieve
this, over 3 million SFR would have been
required.

SWISS CLARINET PLAYERS

Playing anything from brassband to classical and modern music and even jazz,
these Swiss Clarinet Players are not only versatile in their repertoire but also in their
venues. They play anywhere, in concert halls and in the streets. Here they are seen
in an open air concert that seems to attract more cars than spectators.
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