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Editorial..

Freedom without Security is free-
dom with shackles......

Once again the Swiss voters have
made a decision (by slender margin
only), accepting a new law, ( reject-
ing a Referendum) allowing Swiss
military personnel to carry arms dur-
ing peace-keeping efforts abroad.
Swiss Neutrality demands that such
efforts are only undertaken in re-
sponse to an appeal by the United
Nations.

It was interesting how the result of
the Swiss vote was reported here in
our adoptive country of New
Zealand. A cartoon in the Waikato
Times showed a Swiss soldier carry-
ing a gun with all sorts of gadgetry
attached resembling an oversized
Swiss army knife.

The accompanying explanation
stated that the Swiss Government

gave permission for the first time for
the army to carry guns when peace-
keeping.

| suppose it would have been too
demanding on the Waikato Times
cartoonist to explain that it was the
Swiss voters giving permission by
majority vote rejecting a Referen-
dum.

Such incidents remind us of the
tremendous  political  influence
Swiss Citizen enjoy with the most
direct Democracy possible. The
whole concept of the founding of
Switzerland and its Neutrality is
based on the desire to be free of
‘overlords’ and any kind of foreign
influence on the country as such.

To live in such freedom demands
Security to bring contentment for
people to live without fear. Unfortu-
nately fear is an ever growing evil for
mankind be it in Switzerland, New
Zealand or any other country. The
most common fear, and therefore a
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certain loss of freedom, is created
by today's violent society. Less ob-
vious fear is present in the work
environment, losing a job, or being
made redundant. Society at large is
becoming ever more insecure. Fear
of marriage breakdown prevents
people from getting married in the
first place. Fear of all the difficulties
bringing up children prevents people
from having children. Fear of finan-
cial difficulties arising in the future
prevents people from living free of
such waorries. Fear of speaking out
for the ‘underdog’ in society. Fear of
iliness and fear of inadequate help
in case of failing health. For young
people, fear of exams, fear of pres-
sures on performance.

As the headline in a Swiss newspa-
per read: “Sicher ist dass nichts
mehr sicher ist!” The only assur-
ance we have today is the fact
that nothing is assured any
longer.

How then should we cope in a world
that is losing freedom because of
insecurity? Can we ask the govern-
ment and hold it responsible for re-
versing the trend?

| think if we agree that the govern-
ment represents all of us, then it is
up to the individual to make an effort
bringing about a sense of security
for body and soul.

Let us speak out against social in-
justice, bringing back more equality.
Recently statistics revealed that
there exist about seven million mil-
lionaires in our world. What it did not
reveal was how many billion poor
there are. Let us remember that peo-
ple’s happiness also depends on
freedom from spiritual fear. Lack of
spiritual assurance in supposedly
Christian societies is common in our
times.

To trust in God and the saving
power of Christ can set us spiritually
free. It will not take away all worry
which modern living brings, but it
can help us to counteract many limi-
tations in our lives.
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