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Editorial
The world has recently remembered the
tragedy of September 11 last year. I too
watched and read the endless coverage in

the media and still found it hard to believe
it happened. Like most, I could not possibly
understand what the victims and their
families went through on that day and the
following year.
But while listening to the horrific stories and
watching yet more footage, only one guilty
thought kept replaying in my mind. How
glad I was that it wasn't me or someone I

loved caught in that horror.
While I sympathise with those involved,
that selfish thought creeps in and I listen to
myself thinking "Phew, it's not happening to
me". I may watch the footage on television
and read articles about it, but at the end of
the day I go on my merry way and give little
thought to what happened.
Yet what really saddens me is that my
reaction is normal. How many of us give
more than a passing thought of "Oh how
awful" or a short discussion about tragedies
like this attack or the sufferings of others we

have known about for a long time?
We are safe in our wonderful wee country of
New Zealand and even though Switzerland
is less than isolated, how many of us
wouldn't feel safe there too.
While the world grieved with the United
States how many of us gave a thought to
the millions of others living a life in fear,
poverty, or other unnecessary tragedy?
Millions of people live in conditions that
would make us sick and angry if it was
someone we knew. But let me ask you,
how many of us were aware of the Taliban
rule in Afghanistan before September 11?
I was not. How many of us are aware of
the reasons Afghanistan ended up like
this? How many of us are aware of the
other uncountable injustices and appalling
circumstances humans are experiencing
every day in our wonderful world?
If it doesn't directly affect us, not many of
us know much about it, and even less of us
would try and change it.
While no country is guilt-free I do find it

particularly interesting that Mr Bush wants

to take down a ruler of another country
because he claims it is a threat to the US
and its way of life. And this, a year after
someone took down so many US lives.
Treat others as you would want to be
treated?
Yet how many US citizens are homeless in

the streets and how many lack access to
healthcare? How many US citizens have
died because their own country hasn't
taken care of them?
Does anyone else see a problem with this?
A couple years ago a friend sent me an
email that took me by complete surprise.
It has been stuck to the back of my door
ever since and I read it daily. I keep it there
because it helps me to remember how lucky
I am and that if at all possible I want to help
this world and my fellow human beings.
Hopefully you can get something out of
it too and it reminds you how fortunate
you are to be from two safe and peaceful
countries.
If you could shrink the earth's population to
a village of precisely 100 people, with all
the existing human ratios remaining the
same, it would look something like this:
57 would be Asians; 21 would be Europeans;
14 would be from the Western Hemisphere,
both north and south; 8 would be Africans;
52 would be female; 48 would be male;
70 would be non-Christian; 30 would be
Christian; 89 would be heterosexual; 11

would be homosexual; 6 people would
possess 59% of the entire world's wealth
and all 6 would be from the United States.
80 would live in substandard housing; 70
would be unable to read; 50 would suffer
from malnutrition; 1 would be near death;
1 would be near birth; 1 would have a
university education; 1 would own a
computer
The following is also something to
ponder...
If you woke up this morning with more
health than illness you are more blessed
than the millions who will not survive this
week.
If you have never experienced the danger
of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment,
the agony of torture, or the pangs of
starvation....you are ahead of 500 million
people in the world.
If you can attend a church meeting without
fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or
death...you are more blessed than three
billion people in the world.
If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes
on your back, a roof overhead and a place
to sleep....you are richer than 75% of this
world.
If you have money in the bank, in your
wallet, and spare change in a dish
somewhere....you are among the top 8% of
the world's wealthy.
If your parents are still alive and still
married....you are very rare.
If you can read this message you are more
blessed than over two billion people in this
world who cannot read at all.

SWISS SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND
PATRON: Mrs Sylvie Matteucci-Keller Ambassador of Switzerland
PRESIDENT: Marianne Druminond, Salisbury Road, RD 24. Stratford.

Phone 06 762 8757. Fax 06 762 8753.
Email: littleacres@xtra.co.nz

VICE PRESIDENT/TREASURER: Walter Seifert, Denbigh Road, RD 24,
Stratford. Phone 06 762 8559.
Fax 06 762 8590.

SECRETARY: Silvia Schüler, Skinner Road, RD 23, Stratford.
Phone 06 765 8351. Fax 06 765 8380.

RIFLEMASTER: Peter Rust, 4202 Pepepe Rd, Naike, RD 2, Huntly
Ph 07 826 6711.

DELEGATES TO THE SWISS ABROAD CONFERENCE IN
SWITZERLAND

DELEGATE: Heinz Leuenberger, 33 Russell Terrace, Putaruru.
Phone/Fax (07) 883 8537

DEPUTY DELEGATES: Beno Noetzli, Normanby Road, RDI 1, Hawera.
Phone 06 272 6727.

Roland Schutz, 35 East St, Petone, Wellington.
Phone 04 568 6772.

EDITOR: Liz Amstalden, 421 Wortley Road, RD 9, Inglewood.
Phone 06 756 7064.

Email - paul.ben.amstalden@xtra.co.nz

CLUB REPRESENTATIVES
Auckland

Secretary: Trudi Fill, 51 Clifton Rd, Herne Bay, PO Box 40152, Glenfield
Auckland. Phone/Fax (09) 376 4923, email weidfill@xtra.co.nz

Hamilton
Secretary: Anita Zuber, PO Box 11-026, Hamilton. Phone (07) 856 2414.

Taranaki
Secretary: Doreen Schüler, Postal Agency, Kaponga. Phone (06) 764 6533.

Wellington
Secretary: Therese Scherrer, 66 Heretaunga Square, Silverstream, Upper Hütt.

Phone 04 528 7698.

Embassy of Switzerland: Panama House, 22 Panama St, Wellington.
Phone (04) 472 1593 or (04) 472 1594 • Fax (04) 499 6302.

Honorary Consul: Peter Deutschle, PO Box 90-209, Auckland Mail Centre.

Phone/Fax (09) 366 0403. Email deutschle@clear.net.nz

2


	Editorial

