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Swiss Government sinks youth visa
agreement with Australia

The government's decision to
scotch a young people's cultural
exchange system with Australia
has ruffled official feathers down
under.

The Swiss embassy in Can-
berra has accused politicians in
Bern of showing a "lack of politi-
cal will" after they buried plans
for a working-holiday visa.

The idea of the Working Holi-
day Visa (WHYV) is to spend a year
in Australia, travel around, dis-
cover another culture, perfect
your English - and at the same
time be able to study and work.
In 2008 more than 154,000 peo-
ple aged 18-30 from 25 countries
benefited. However, Swiss young-
sters are going to have to con-
tinue waiting. The justice minis-
try has decided it wants nothing
to do with the scheme - more
than four years after a request
from Australia.

The four reasons the ministry
cites when justifying its decision
focus on the young Australians
who would come to Switzerland,
as the WHV obviously works both
ways.

The first reason is legal
"Switzerland does not recognise
'working tourist' as a status,”
says Roland Flikiger, head of the
emigration service of the Federal
Migration Office. "The legal basis
is not sufficient. A vote in parlia-
ment would be needed to change
it, but that would take two to
three years. In our opinion
there's no point in changing the
entire law over one article in it."

Another issue is that the free
movement of people agreement
between Switzerland and the
European Union means Switzer-
land has to be "more strict with
third countries”, according to
Flikiger. Only candidates with
special qualifications will be ac-
cepted.

A third significant factor is
the opposition of the cantons,
responsible for issuing work per-
mits in the first place. Last year
two-thirds said they were against

the new status and the rest
wanted first of all to see the de-
tails of an agreement.

Finally, there's the economic
crisis. "With a rising unemploy-
ment rate, people don't want to
add another group of workers to
the market,"” Flikiger said. "We're
not afraid of an Australian inva-
sion, but if we start introducing a
new sort of work permit, you can
be sure that other countries will
make the same requests."

While politicians in Switzer-
land are killing off the project,
Swiss representatives on the
other side of the world have been
fighting for more than four years
to bring it to fruition.

Everyone contacted by
swissinfo.ch, at the consulate as
well as the embassy, supported
the programme and clearly re-
grets Bern's rejection, based on
assumptions and fears.

Claude-André Barbey, number
two in the Swiss embassy in the
Australian capital Canberra and
who spoke to swissinfo.ch in the
ambassador's absence, was
amazed above all by the exces-
sive caution on the part of the
cantons.

"Our cantonal authorities
don't get out of Switzerland
enough,” he said. "Some of them
seem to be terrified about being
invaded by Australians. They
have a completely warped view of
the world, thinking that everyone
wants to cling to the Swiss boat!"

Barbey criticised above all the
"lack of political will" on the part
of the justice ministry, ultimately
in charge of this dossier within
Switzerland. It's too easy, he said,
to use the cantons, and now the
economic crisis, as a pretext.

"We've been going round in
circles for years - enough's
enough!" he said. "We've scored
an own goal by depriving young
Swiss people of an opportunity
to travel the world and learn Eng-
lish. Our politicians don't want to
cross swords with the cantons."
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TRADITIONAL FINE MEATS AND SMALL GOODS

AVAILABLE NOW!

New Zealand’s finest
Delicatessen Meats

Continental Frying/Boiling Sausages
- Specialty Meats - Meat Loaves
- Smoked Meats - Cold Cuts
- Salamis - Dried Meats

TRADITIONAL FINE MEATS

AND SMALL GOODS

Visit our factory shop:
68-70 Greenmount Drive
East Tamaki, Auckland

Hours: Monday to Thursday 8am-4pm
Friday 8am-5pm - Saturday 8am-1pm

P 09 274 4455 F 09 274 1203 W www.swissdeli.co.nz
PO Box 51-520 Pakuranga Auckland 2140
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SWISS KONDITOREI
BERN

Bakery & Pastry

Do you feel like eating real Swiss/German
breads, tasty and healthy?

German Sourdough, Fitness Bread,
Butterzopf, Kibbled Rye, Walnut Bread,
Tasty White Bread, Basler Bread,
or choose from a wide range of rolls,
inclusive Laugenrolls.

In the sweet range we offer
Blackforest Cake, Bienenstich,
Chocolate Truffle Cake, Quark Cheesecake ,
Fruit Flans, Patisserie,
seasonal specialities and much more.

We are using local and often
organic ingredients.

Retail sale at our bakery

Friday and Saturday 7am-2pm
5/448 Rosebank Road
Avondale, Auckland
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