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Contribution a I’étude et a la protection
des Grands tétras du Jura vaudois

par
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Summary~DANDLIKER G., DURAND P., NACEUR N. et NEET C., 1996. Con-
tribution to the study and conservation of the capercaillie in the Jura vaudois. /n: C.
NEET, ed. The capercaillie Tetrao urogallus : status and conservation of the populations
of the Jura vaudois. Mém. Soc. vaud. Sc. nat. 19.2: 175-236.

This paper presents the results of a three year study and synthesizes the knowledge on
the capercaillie in the Jura vaudois. Some demographic parameters have been evaluated.
The observed densities (between 2.2 and 3.5 adults per km2) are comparable to the
highest densities in the French Jura. In 1992, 31 to 36 leks and around 150 males were
active in the Jura vaudois, which represents almost all the populations of the Swiss Jura
and the largest population in Switzerland. With some 400 males and limited gaps bet-
ween sub-populations, the capercaillie metapopulation of the French and Swiss Jura
mountains is likely to be viable. The declines observed since the beginning of the centu-
ry mainly occured in peripheric regions and under 1350 m of altitude. Decline is mainly
due to the modifications of the habitat and to human disturbance. The conservation of
the capercaillie in the Jura vaudois implies that measures shall be taken over a surface of
227 km? and that a strict protection should be effective over 115 km2, i.e. about one
tenth of the forests of the canton de Vaud.

Keywords: Wildlife management, Conservation, Forestry, Demography, Tetrao urogal-
lus, Switzerland.

Résumé ~DANDLIKER G., DURAND P., NACEUR N. et NEET C., 1996. Contri-
bution a I’étude et a la protection des Grands tétras du Jura vaudois. /n: C. NEET, éd. Le
Grand tétras Tetrao urogallus : statut et conservation des populations du Jura vaudois.
Mém. Soc. vaud. Sc. nat. 19.2: 175-236.

Cet article présente les résultats d’une étude de trois ans et fait la synthése des connais-
sances sur les Grands tétras du Jura vaudois. Quelques caractéristiques démographiques
d’une population ont €té¢ déterminées. Les densités observées (entre 2.2 et 3.5 adultes
par km2) sont comparables aux meilleures densités connues du Jura frangais. Sur
I’ensemble du Jura vaudois, il restait en 1992 31 a 36 places de chant actives avec envi-
ron 150 maéles adultes, ce qui représente la quasi totalité des effectifs du Jura suisse et
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