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SWISS TEXTILES
IN THE TROPICS

Rio’s most outstanding social event is, beyond a doubt, the Sweepstake,
which takes place in early August and marks the top of Brazil’s winter
season. The Brazilian «Grand Prix» held on August Ist had been eagerly
awaited by every woman anxious to prove her skill in adapting her perso-
nality to the ingenious creations Paris has been presenting in recent months.

Brazilian women are undeniably beautiful and, despite a marked leaning
for all things Parisian, they have very personal ideas as to dress. They
have always shown a weakness for «small waists» and so, of course, they
have enthusiastically accepted the «wasp-waister» and its attendant troop
of feminine attributes.

The incomparable elegance of the recent « Sweepstake» has confirmed the
success of the New Look. :

The introduction of this change in the feminine silhouette was favoured
last March — autumn days in Rio! — by wonderful weather most propitious
to the diversity of Swiss textile products. It is in autumn, the most beautiful
of all seasons under Brazilian skies, when embroideries and organdies —
plain, embroidered or printed — find their most perfect application. The
collections revealed that it was to Swiss textiles that dressmakers once
again had recourse for the adornment of their models with peerless guipures,
Broderie Anglaise, featherstitching stressed by embroidery. It should be
remembered that, in this country, autumn can be compared to a period of
rebirth after the oppressive heat of the summer, which limits apparel almost
exclusively to very light garments and beachwear.
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At the moment, restrictions are almost completely paralyzing the import
of foreign fabrics. Consequently, Swiss materials, if stocks are not yet quite
exhausted, are tending to disappear from the market, to the great regret
of all who love them. Only organdie, a fairly large volume of which
has been imported, can be obtained in quantities sufficient to meet the
demand which is certainly not decreasing. No other fabric can offer so
many advantages in a climate such as that of Brazil and this, together with
the fact that organdie allows unlimited combinations, have made it here the
best known and the most desired of all Swiss textile products. Nor must
one forget to mention that creations of inimitable crispness have been
realized by organdies adorned with original and deliciously airy hand-
painted motifs; at several social gatherings fine gowns painted with incom-
parable taste and skill were a tribute to Swiss industry.

The Brazilian woman has always shown a marked preference for all
that embellishes, ornaments and, sometimes even, overladens a gown. For
her, embroidery is the «last touch» to any ensemble.

The present shortage of Swiss-made fabrics on this market will soon
become a serious problem. It is to be hoped, therefore, for the sake of the
Brazilian world of fashion, that the obstacles now hampering importation
will be removed as quickly as possible.

Fred Schlatter.
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