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EDITORIAL

welcome.

Welcome to the 48th IFLA World Congress "Scales ofNature.
From Urban Landscapes to Alpine Gardens" in Zurich!

The challenges for landscape architecture and planning seem

to be getting increasingly complex. More and more people are

moving into towns, cities and expanding conurbations. At the

same time an urban lifestyle is no longer just limited to urban

spaces. Wherever a larger number of people live in area where

space is becoming tighter, while the demands for living space,

amenities, sanitation, leisure opportunities as well as for the

quality of the landscape are increasing, the design disciplines

are particularly challenged. In recent years the question of the

sustainable development of landscapes has come to the fore,

as has the question about their historicity and uniqueness and

their potential for identity and identification possibilities for
the public.

The congress's motto this year opens up the wide topical spectrum

of current challenges, on the one hand with regard to the

spatial criteria that need working on, and on the other hand

with regard to the different spaces' individual needs for their
future development.

Just how differently the focal point s and themes a re weighted in

the international context is demonstrated by the short contributions

of the congress's keynote speakers, who have made their
summarized opinions available to anthos. The search for solutions

must often be local, despite the global nature of the sub¬

jects, anthos also contains several contributions addressing the

situation in Switzerland, which confront both the specif ic spatial

potentials and the current situation of landscape architecture,
as well as illuminating the future focuses of development.

For many congress participants this will be their first visit to

Zurich. Citiesare best discovered byexploringthem personally,
anthos contains expert contributions providing background
knowledge and inviting visitors to stroll across Zurich's "seven

hills".

Six selected photographs, away from the conventional postcard
views, give an advance insight: anthos asked the two Zurich

photographers Eke Miedaner and Markus Frietsch to portray
"their Zurich" in three or four photographs each.

Now we will raise the curtain and wish all participants at the

congress some wonderful days in Zurich.

It is a great pleasure and honour for us, as well as a splendid

continuation of a tradition, to be part of it as a national media

partner.

Sabine Wolf
Editor-in-Chief, June 2011
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