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the highest density was 408 voles and 32 colonies/ha, which covered
6% of the meadow. At higher densities the distribution of the colonies
tended to be regular. The number of burrow entrances of a colony showed
a positive correlation with its area, whereas no correlation was found
between the area of a colony and the number of its inhabitants.
New vole colonies were often established in abandoned burrows of moles
(Talpa europea) and water voles (Arvicola terrestris). The colonies on
fertilized meadows were smaller than those on unfertilized meadows. Small
colonies often arose and disappeared within one year, whereas large colonies

seemed to be more stable in time and areas occupied. This turnover
rate was more pronounced in fertilized grasslands. For example, voles of
two meadows left their colonies after hay harvest, translocated into
hedges, and then returned after a few weeks.
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