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d) Search for optima
It would appear that in any given culture
or country there are both upper and lower
thresholds. Comparing these upper
and lower thresholds should facilitate
research on optima to define these
programmes. Very likely, these optima vary
fairly clearly not only from one country
to another but from one social class to
another within the same country.

Several imperative factors (apart from
space requirements)
In the course of our inquiries we have
noted certain factors that are demanded
when it comes to construction.
a) Soundproofing
In the one city that was truly
soundproofed there were only a very few
complaints regarding drains and lifts. The
social life as a whole of the city had been
transformed by virtue of this.

b> Communal equipment
In the course of our inquiries over many
years we have never failed to stress the
serious problems arising from grouping
a large number of families together in
settlements without giving them certain
indispensable facilities. In particular, we
have insisted on the necessity of creches,
day-nurseries, young people's centres,
playing-grounds, supervised activities
and others.

c) Facilities for the supervision and
education of children

If the supervision and education are
sufficiently well planned, we believe that
children can benefit considerably from
the more easily established contacts within

settlements and that their emotional
and social development will be better
than if they had been alone.

Some trends

a) The liberation of the neighbourhood
The opportunity of establishing social
relations with the neighbours is a great
advantage on condition that the choice
of such relations is as free as possible.
b) Housing and income
Housing and income must correspond.

c) Housing, food and social life
In our inquiries we have discovered that
in a country like France working-class
families, in particular, regard meals as
being the most important feature of family

life in its social aspect. The place
where the meals are taken and the setting
in which they are enjoyed are therefore
of primary importance.

More general problems
These few examples, unfortunately too
few and too briefly described though they
are, will perhaps show the necessity of
a general catalogue of needs. The
inquiry we recently undertook ir the form
of interviews with the main manufacturers
in France could be extended to other
countries to facilitate the comprehension
of varying points of view and to produce
definitions on which agreement would
be possible.

Conclusions
We have stressed the necessity of fairly
large-scale research work to avoid
attention being paid merely to individual
and pragmatic forms of application. We
believe that basic research free of
obligations and contacts is the only way
open to us of maintaining overall concepts.
This will be one of the facets of the
collaboration that must take root in teams
containing both research workers and
technologists working together on the
elaboration of future plans.

Pierre Dufau
The architect and his client
(pages 200—201)

What exactly is a client in the eyes of
the architect? In our opinion, a client
must be someone whose freedom and
responsibility is sovereign, to which the
architect must adapt his own without
annihilating them. The architect must
look for his man. One often hears that
the practising of architecture has become
impossible since there are neither princes
nor patrons. In our opinion, this view
of architecture is inaccurate. What is
true is that the architect must find the
right man in his client. An ideal client
will choose his architect not on the basis

of what he Is (his wife's cousin, a
socialist, Grand Prix de Rome) but on what
he has accomplished, which obviously
raises problems for young architects
at the beginning of their careers. A
programme then has to be laid down: the
client must know what he wants and not
how he wants it. As a general rule it is
the other way round and the architect
then has to discover the real requirements
of his client. The first duty of the architect

is to give his client what he needs
and not what he says he needs. In any
case enough work must go into the
programme for it to be certain that it is
definitive. Subsequent alterations waste
too much energy and time. It is no small
matter to satisfy both his client and his
own professional conscience, but the
architect also depends on another judge,
a sort of hyperclient who does not pay
but who has the last word: the public.

K. and M. Kawashima
Small two-storey house
(pages 190—193)

This is a wooden house of conventional
construction in the suburbs of Tokyo.
The 64 x 64 m. grid is very well thought out.

Birkin Haward

House set round a hall
(pages 194—196)

The extremely interesting central hall
of this architect's house should be noted.

Donald Olsen
House on a steep slope
(pages 197—199)

The skeleton construction and prefabricated

elements will catch the connoisseur's

eye.

Hans Busso von Busse

Family house on the Tegernsee
(pages 202—205)

The extremely interesting wood skeleton
construction and excellent plan should be
noted.

Peter Blake and Julian Neski
House based on the module
8'x8'x8'm. (pages 206—207)

It should be noted that the building in
question can be extended according to
requirements. Construction and installations

are well thought out.

Buff, Straub and Hensman
Plywood house
(pages 208—211)

The very interesting wooden "tubular"
construction should be noted. Most of
the construction elements are made of
plywood. The plan and lay-out of this
villa are excellent.

H. Gunnlögsson und Jörn Nielsen
House on the Oeresund
(pages 212—214)

A very pleasing house designed for a
childless family. Both the construction
system and the interior have been very
well planned. The spatial concept behind
this villa is on the whole extremely
interesting. The lucidity and good
proportions are incontestable.

Robert Hofer

Holiday house on the Lake of Sem-
pach (page 215)

This house has been planned for a
three-children family. The construction
system and plan of building are well
thought out. The very practical furnishings
should be noted.

J. H. van den Broek and J. B. Bakema

Point block in the Hansaviertel in
Berlin (pages 225—228)

Worthy of note here are the extremely
interesting differences between the project

published in this journal (1/57) and
the finished work. The architects have
tried to do away with the thoroughly
unhealthy impression of a barracks.
On the other hand, a certain communal
area for the tenants is possible. The
orientation of the building, the arrangement

of rooms and lifts as well as the
concept behind the construction show
undeniable mastery.
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