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The tremendous differences
banks charge for their
services in Britain and in the
rest of Europe have been
highlighted in a survey
compiled by the Sunday Times.

And it shows that the
cheapest rates of all are
those offered by the banks in
Switzerland.

The newspaper describes
the rates imposed on
customers of Britain's high
street banks as "exorbitant".

According to the survey
accidentally going
overdrawn could result in a
customer facing "punitive"
charges often ten times

greater than in other parts of
Europe.

It reports: "A customer
with a Lloyds TSB Classic
account who went
overdrawn without permission
by just £15 for ten days
would face charges of more
than £50.

"A customer at Deutsche
Bank in Germany, Crédit
Suisse in Switzerland or
IMI-San Paolo in Italy
would be charged less than
50p."

And it says that even
customers who always stay in
credit are often forced to pay
for services, such as a

banker's draft or stopping a

cheque, which are frequently
free in other countries.

The Sunday Times revelations

have renewed calls for
a windfall tax on British
banks.

The Independent Banking
Advisory Service said: "It's
outrageous. These charges
are the worst in Europe and
should be outlawed because

they drive people into debt."
But a spokesman for

NatWest told the newspaper:
"The charges on unauthorised

overdrafts reflect the
fact that we are trying to
discourage them."

Swiss
and
UK

rates:
the

facts

Annual interest Annual interest Fee for
for overdraft for overdraft bankers

(unauthorised) (authorised) draft

Barclays (UK) 29.8% 18.8% £10

HSBC (UK) 29.5% 14.4% £10

Lloyds TSB Classic (UK) 26.8% 18.8% £10

NatWest (UK) 33.8% 17.8% £10
UBS (Switzerland) 12.0% 9.5% 20p

Castle launching for new Inverness club

It's all change
at Yorkshire
Swiss Club

Major changes are taking
place in the running of the
Yorkshire Swiss Club.

The club's veteran
president, Jeffrey Long, is
retiring in the new year.

Long-standing treasurer

Margaret Allen has

already retired and moved

away to be nearer her family.

She has been
succeeded by Peter Dransfteld.

The club's hard working
secretary, Carolina Brook,
is moving even further
away - to Chattanooga in
Tennessee where she will
be going to college to complete

her teacher training.
Finally Karl and Audrey

Kagi - the club's vice
president and welfare officer

- have both put in their
resignations "to make way
for younger members", but
will stay on until the next
AGM on March 4.

Jeffrey Long, who is
also president of the
Federation of Swiss Societies
in the UK, has long been a

prominent personality in
the Swiss community.

His involvement started
when he joined the Yorkshire

Swiss Club in 1952.
Two years later he became
the club secretary, and was
elected president in 1983.
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Survey shows Swiss banks
are the cheapest in Europe

The chief of Scotland's Clan
Rose, Elizabeth Rose,
loaned her ancestral home,
the imposing Kilravock Castle

for the inaugural meeting
of the latest - and most
northerly - Swiss club in

Britain. Twenty eight people
attended and agreed to set

up the Swiss Club Inverness,
with the twin aim of providing

a forum for people of
similar interests and also to
promote the well-being of

Swiss in the Highlands of
Scotland.

Carmen Rose was elected
president. She thanked Silvio

Rathey and Consul General

Max Inhelder for their
advice and encouragement
in setting up the club, and
Jeffrey Long, the president
of FOSSUK, who had
travelled 360 miles from his
home in Bradford to be with
them for the occasion.

Carmen Rose's daughters,
Emma and Amy, were
elected to the posts of secretary

and treasurer.
Club members and their

visitors - pictured left
outside the castle - also had
lunch in its 17th century
baronial dining room.

/
Grossbritannien



They're Swiss,

WINE OFFER Nol

..bliss

WINE OFFER No2

and unmissable
Don't miss this chance to taste the unic/ue wines of Switzerland,

Europe's most exclusive reds and whites.

Please send cases of Offer No 1 (6 bottles @ only £69.80) and/or S

cases of Offer No 2 (12 bottles @ only £79.80) +P&P @ £5.95 per case:

MrLj MrsCU Ms 771 Other: I Initials:! I Surname:! J Daytime Tel: L

Address:!

Order value: î!

73 Postcode:

Total cost:(=) s£-P&P @ £5.95 per case: (+) £ :

Cheque enclosed I
i

(Payable: Swiss Wine Direct 5/99) - Please charge my Visa 773 Amex L 1

Mastercard [71

Card No: Expiry:

Date: Signed:

Quality you
didn't know

Please post to: SWISS WINE DIRECT, 10 Wardour St, London W1V 3HG - Phone orders: on 0171 287 6117 - Fax orders: 0171 287 6177

Allow 21 days for delivery. Offer applies only whilst stocks last. Offer subject to availability. In the unlikely event of any advertised product not being available

Swiss Wine Direct reserve the right to substitute that product with one of equal or better quality. +P&P quoted for UK mainland only (please call for other rates)
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Switzerland in the UK

FOSSUK celebrates its Golden Jubilee

President Jeffrey Long (right) with members of the FOSSUK
and AYSA committees, about to board the Royal Princess

This summer's AGM weekend

was the highspot that
marked the 50th anniversary
of FOSSUK - the Federation

of Swiss Societies in the
UK.

The celebrations started in
the lecture hall of the Swiss
Embassy, with a presentation

given by Ron Pepper of
Swiss Radio International.
This was a joint event with
the Unione Ticinese, and
was part of their own 125th
anniversary programme.

The AGM itself was
attended by 20 delegates
representing 21 corporate
members. Also present were
members of the FOSSUK
committee and delegates to
the Organisation of the
Swiss Abroad.

President Jeffrey Long
welcomed Ambassador
François Nordmann, the
consuls general from London

and Manchester, and
guests of honour from
Switzerland - Ambassador
Thomas Fiiglister of the
Department of the Swiss
Abroad at the Federal
Department of Foreign
Affairs, and National
Councillor Dr Georg Stucky,
president of the OSA.

Other visitors included
Thomas Trostman, Marianne

Junger and Sandro
Bombardi, the president,

FOSSUK started its life
in 1949 as the Presidents'

Assembly, a
coordinating body formed
to discuss the mutual
objectives of Swiss
societies. Today it is
supported by 27 Swiss clubs
and other organisations
and plays an important
role within the societies
and the whole of the
Swiss community in the
UK.

vice president and secretary
of AYSA - the Association
of Young Swiss Abroad.

Mr Trostman gave a lively
presentation of the aims of
his newly formed organisation,

which is open to all
young Swiss under the age
of 35. The fourth Forum of
Young Swiss Abroad will be

held in London in September

next year.
All the members of the

FOSSUK committee were
re-elected, with the addition
of Mrs Anne-Marie Doherty
from the Midlands Swiss
Society.

Ambassador Nordmann
hosted a reception at the end
of the AGM, and this was
followed by a Golden
Jubilee dinner dance.
Among the 85 guests was

centenarian Dr Hans Egli, a
FOSSUK founder and now
an honorary vice president.

On the Sunday morning
130 participants boarded the

Royal Princess at Westminster

Pier for a four hour
cruise to the Thames Barrier
and back.

The weather was reasonably

clement and a happy
crowd enjoyed a tasty buffet
offered by FOSSUK.

They also very much
appreciated the commentary
by Peter Barber, describing

the most interesting sights
along the river.

Everyone agreed it was a

weekend to remember, as

well as an occasion to foster
close ties between FOSSUK
and its member societies and

friendship among Swiss and
friends of Switzerland.

The next AGM will be
held in Cheshire over the
weekend of June 3 2000,
tying in with Manchester
Swiss Club's own 150th
anniversary.

Rose-Marie Breitenstein

The City Swiss Club
The committee of the City Swiss Club would like to wish all its members, Swiss people and friends
of Switzerland to:

Season's Greetings and
Best Wishes for the New Millennium

The City Swiss Club was founded in 1856. The club offers a wide-ranging programme of
business and social events throughout the year. If you would like to learn more about the Club
an/or receive a membership form, please contact Gill Egdell c/o Swissca Securities Limited,
Camomile Court, 23 Camomile Street, London EC3A 7LL. Telephone: 0207 863 1903.
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This search
engine will

take you
straight to
where you
want to go.

And it's
available

in four
languages.

The Swiss have taken to the World Wide
Web in a big way, and it's now easier
than ever to use the Internet to find out
all you want to know about what's going
on in the homeland.

Nearly all Swiss newspapers have
online editions, like the Edicom group
which let you go from page to page as
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Swiss Info gives the day's
Swiss news and much more
- and it's all in English.
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The Swiss Embassy in
London's web site contains a
mountain of facts and advice
for Swiss living in the UK.

Want to know what the
weather's like at home? Key
in the name of a locality and
you get the forecast for the
next four days.
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Finding a Swiss telephone number is
easy with Swisscom's online directory.
You can also key in a number and find
out who's phone it is!

Computer buffs who want to
keep in touch with developments
in Switzerland can go to the
online Computer News.
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Switzerland in the UK

London's original
Swiss restaurant

Mouthwatering Swiss specialities,
delicious fondues and real Alpine

hospitality.
Ideal for post-Theatre meals.

Importer of Swiss wines.

Monday-Friday 12pm-3pm and 6pm-
11.30pm. Saturday 6pm-l 1.30pm.

161 Wardour Street, London W1
Tel: 0171 734 3324

Dr. Louis Guenin
B.D.S., L.D.S., R.C.S. (Eng.)

SWISS
DENTIST
24 Harcourt House,

19 Cavendish Square,
London WIM 9AB

Tel: 0171-580 2244
Fax: 0171 493 5380

Committed to Excellence

a
"Memories of
Switzerland

are more
enjoyable

with a glass
of good

Swiss wine!"
Having local Swiss staff, we

specialise in importing
Swiss wines direct from

source.

All wines have been
personally selected by our

Swiss consultant
(DIPL. Kellermeister, Bern)

Interested? Then contact us
for our detailed

wine list at:

R &B Wines Limited
A Last, Chapel Road, Old
Leake, Boston PE22 9PP
Tel/Fax: 01205 871172

email: rudydeboer@msn.com

OSA delegates say 'Yes' to joining Europe
Thirty five Swiss citizens
from the UK were among
more than 800 participants
taking part in the 77th
annual Congress of the
Swiss Abroad, held in
Lausanne in August.

The large number was
drawn by the topical theme
for the congress - Switzerland's

bilateral agreements
with the EU - and also
attracted by the spectacular
celebration of the four-times-
a-century Fête des Vignerons,
held in nearby Vevey.

The UK delegates attending
the Council of the Organisation

of the Swiss Abroad
(OSA) unanimously approved
a resolution to implement
Switzerland's agreements
with the European Union.

The resolution was
accepted by the 63 delegates
representing Swiss communities

worldwide, subject to
the Federal authorities,
withdrawing those clauses which
relate to the proposed aboli-

Sir I am writing on behalf
of my daughter Natalie
who's studying in London,
has been a member of the
AHV for some years, and
is aged 25. We read with
some considerable dismay
about the proposed changes
to the AHV, and wonder
how many organisations
world-wide can allow
themselves the luxury of
retrospective action -
apparently being ready to
cancel existing members
benefits. Have we
misunderstood the proposals?

Specific points which
spring to mind include "the
withdrawal after six years
of insured members under
50 years of age residing in
states which are party to
an agreement with Switzerland"

Why after six years?
What is the point of paying
contributions in the knowledge

that after six years
one is going to be put out

tion of the Voluntary Old Age
Pension Scheme (OSA/DI)
for Swiss residing in a European

state which has reciprocal

social security agreements.
It was pointed out that the

voluntary scheme was of
vital financial assistance for
those compatriots with no
income of their own or with
limited personal assets.

The president of the OSA,
Dr Georg Stucky, forcefully
scorned the Swiss Government
for recommending the abolition

of the scheme. He insisted
the matter should be
reappraised during the forthcoming
parliamentary sessions.

The guest of honour was
the recently elected Federal
Councillor Joseph Deiss,
who stressed how important
it was for Swiss expats to
use their vote on pressing
for policy decisions Switzerland

would have to face in
the near future.

He instanced the government's

determination that

of the AHV? What
happens to contributions
already paid?
3. If after six years, and the

proposals are carried
through, and my daughter
put out of the AHV, she
then leaves UK, she will not
be able to rejoin - she will
not have been "insured
under the obligatory old
age and survivors' (AHV)
insurance scheme for at least

five consecutive years
immediately prior to the new
regulations coming into force."

In summary, why are
current AHV members not
allowed to continue paying
contributions and remain
paid-up members? I can
see the objection to new
members, but fail
completely to understand what
the proposals have to do
with existing members.
Can you answer these very
worrying questions?- P.
Murphy

Switzerland should become
a member of the United
Nations, basing its decision
on well tested principles of
neutrality and solidarity,
reinforced by a proactive,
sustained and profiled presence

abroad.
"It is no longer feasible

nor desirable for our country
to remain marginalised by
worldwide events, nor is
there any merit in remaining
outside European decision
making bodies," said the
federal councillor.

On the subject of the
voluntary OSA/DI scheme, he

was cautious not to raise
hopes too high. Nonetheless
he promised to voice the
concerns of the OSA as
expressed in the resolution.

He said he was well aware
of the potential negative
outcome the Swiss electorate
abroad could have in the
proposed referendum on
bilateral agreements with the
EU. - Joe Broggini

SWISS
LINGUISTS

We frequently have commercial
vacancies for people who speak
German with French and/or Italian
and who also have a Swiss cultural

background. Why not call or email

MULTILINGUAL
SERVICES

recruitment consultants

0171 930 4880
info @ multilingual.co.uk
www.multilingual.co.uk

JMC ARCHITECTURE
LONDON

Swiss architect with International
Swiss experience and London

based practice. Quality service in
Architecture design, site

supervision, residential/
commercial interiors and special

design projects.

English/Swiss-German/French'

Jean Michel Crettaz, Dipl. AA
Hons /RIBAII RegA FSAI/SIA

Tel: 0171916 8151

E-mail:
jmc.arch@online.rednet.co.uk

AHV: A reader's questions
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Sonia Fisher presents the winner's trophy to Dieter Salden at
the annual bowling championship of Manchester Swiss Club

How to contact
the editor

Reports of Swiss society
activities and coming
events, and articles and

correspondence for the
'Switzerland in the UK'
section of the Swiss
Review, should go to the

editor, Derek Meakin, at

Europa House, Adlington
Park, Macclesfield SK10
4NP. Tel: 01625 855 000;
fax: 01625 855 111.

His email address is:
dmeakin@europress.co.uk.

Enquiries regarding
advertising should go to
Jeffrey Long, 30 Finsbury
Drive, Bradford BD2
1QA. Tel/fax: 01274 588
189.

• The 'Switzerland in
the UK' supplement
appears four times a year.
The deadline for the next
issue containing UK
news, to be distributed in
February, is November
26.

Another top award for Swiss
Annie and Germain Schwab,
owners of the Winteringham
Fields restaurant near
Scunthorpe, were named Independent

Restaurateurs of the Year
at the annual Caterer & Hotel-
keeper Awards.

This is just the latest trophy
for the two, who first met 23

years ago in Zermatt. Two
years later they married and

came to live in Annie's home

city of York.
Their first venture was a

private dining club, which they set

up in their farmhouse 10

miles outside York.
Germain was the chef and

Annie front of house manager.
Before long local gourmets
were flocking to taste their
dishes.

restaurateurs
Later they moved to

Winteringham Fields, and after 12

months renovation they opened
in 1988.

Before long they started
receiving a shower of awards -
two Egon Ronay stars and the

first Michelin star, then four red
knives and forks along with the

second Michelin star. The AA
gave the restaurant two red stars
and four rosettes.

Last January Annie was
awarded the MBE in the
Queen's New Year Honours List
for services to catering.

Germain is dedicated to his
restaurant. The only time he is

not on duty is when he is judging

a competition in another
part of the country - or receiving

an award himself.
Annie is very active in

promoting the catering industry.
She is a commissioner for Euro-

Toques, a member of the
Restaurant Association's executive

committee and a member
of the Guild of Food Writers,
campaigning strongly in favour
of fresh natural foods.

Did you know that Switzerland's leading
International newspaper is available all over
the United Kingdom through selected
newsagents?

NZZ is on-sale in London on the day of issue
and on the following day in the provinces...
therefore enabling you to keep enjoying your
favourite read.

NZZ is available for only £1.20, 6 days a week, through selected

news-agents in the United Kingdom. For further information, please
contact: Cécile Rosset, IHT Distributors, 1-3 Dufferin Street, London
EC1Y 8NA. Telephone: 0171 628 5511; Facsimile: 0171 628 5533.

Sieitf Äkr drilling

The full picture.
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COMING EVENTS

Edinburgh Swiss Club:
Christmas Concert, Festival
Hall (December 19); Annual
Dinner at Denzler (January 28).
Details from Ursula Ross on
0131 539 2543.

Fife Swiss Club: Christmas
meeting, Old Kirk Place
(December 4); Skittle Evening
with Edinburgh Swiss Club
(February). Details from Heidi
McGhie on 01383 412 635.

Manchester Swiss Club:
Raclette Party, Wilmslow
Parish Hall (March 4); AGM,
Wilmslow Parish Hall (April 13

or 14). Details from Sandra
Glauseron 0161 456 9262.

Midlands Swiss Society:
Samichlaus Party, Trinity Centre,
Sutton Coldfield (December 5);
Fondue Evening, Trinity Centre,
Sutton Coldfeld (January 22);
Visit to Droitwich Brine Baths
(February 18); Swiss Wine Tasting,

Venue to be arranged
(March 18). Details from Glynne
Roberts on 01543 250 737.

Southern Area Swiss Club:
Christmas party (December 14).

Details from Vreni Rudkin on
01252 547 948.

Swiss Club East Kent: Pub
lunches and country walks
every four weeks. Details from
Agi Smith on 01843 601 314.

Swiss Club of Northern
Ireland: Christmas lunch, Old Inn,
Crawfordsburn December 5).
Details from Yvonne Robinson
on 01232 621 149.

Swiss Club Tyne Tees: Swiss
Samichlaus Party, Whitehill
Hall, Chester-le-Street (December

5). Details from Nelly
Scott-Niederberger on 0191 519
0956.

Swiss Railway Society:
Exhibition at Mirfield Fire Station
(December 11). Details from Peter
Dransfield on 01924 495 929.

Torbay Swiss Club: Christmas
lunch, Palace Hotel, Torquay
(December 13). Details from
Max Singer on 01803 842 355.

Unione Ticinese: San Nicolao
party (December 5). Details
from Christiane Barber on 0181
348 3751.

West of Scotland Swiss Club:
Christmas Party, Emanuel
House (December 5); Visit to
the Opera (January 22); Fondue
and Raclette Party (April 1);
Easter Egg Hunt, Emanuel
House (April 23). Details from
Shula Spain-Gayer on 0141
339 5828.

Yorkshire Swiss Club: Christmas

Dinner, David Wooley's
Restaurant, Burley in
Wharfedale (December 3).
Details from Carolina Brook on
0113 294 5929.

Secretaries of Swiss societies
are asked to write to the editor
before November 26 with details
of events planned to take place
after February 11.

small ads

Put your message in
front of all the Swiss
people in the UK by

advertising in the

For details call Jeffrey Long on

01274 588 189

SWISS FLIGHTS + World
Wide Air Fares. We specialise in

flights to Switzerland - International

Travel. Tel: 0181-343
3633.
HELVETICA LODGE. We meet
in the West End of London. Phone:
01932 88 6917 or 01273 583160.

APARTMENT for sale in Inter-
lakcn. 5 mins walk from Inter-
laken West Station in small block
set in open fields with magnificent

views. Large living/dining
room with balcony, bedroom
(with door to large attic off) fully
equipped kitchen, bathroom, cellar,

storeroom, communal laundry
and underground parking. Price
£78.000. Tel: 01225 872199.
PEAK District, Derbyshire.
Ideal for walking. Self-catering
apartment, sleeps 2-4. Phone
01663 743975. Margrith Easter,
Bowden Bridge Cottage, Hay-
field, High Peak SK22 2LH.
VINE COTTAGE. Treat yourself

to a break in medieval Rye,
East Sussex. Enjoy peace and
quiet in my family home. B&B
from £15 p.p. For information
ring your Swiss hostess on
01797-22282. Mobile: 0780
3431406.

MITV
VIDEO TRAVELS^ THROUGH SWITZERLAND

A series of top-quality Video Travelogues
riding the extensive Swiss Rail network.

All include visits to a variety of attractions
and places of interest along the routes.

These programmes are made with
the full co-operation of all the
featured railway companies.

SWITZERLAND IN CAMERA 1

Explore the glories of Switzerland, country of
magnificent contrasting landscapes, from soaring

Alpine peaks to luscious valley vinyards.
View ancient historic towns, modern international
resorts, picturesque villages and a wide variety of

interesting attractions.
English commentary, music and stereo sound.

£14.95 +£1 p/p each

THE JUNGFRAU RAILWAYS

The Jungfrau Railwaysl (BOB, SP, BLM)

The Jungfrau Railways 2 (WAB, JB)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

Special Offer for Swiss Review Readers
Any 2 MITV Videos for £36 +£2 p/p
Any 3 MITV Videos for £50 +£3p/p

ALL MITV VIDEOS ARE MADE TO BROADCAST STANDARDS
WITH STEREO SOUND. PLA YING TIME APPROX. 50 MINS

GLACIER EXPRESS

A breathtaking two-part journey
with the fabulous Glacier Express train along

the backbone of Switzerland.

New Glacier Express 1 (Zermatt/Disentis)

New Glacier Express 2 (Disentis/St. Moritz)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

GRAUBÜNDEN (RhB)

Bernina Express (St Moritz/Tirano)
RhB Engadine Line (StMoritz/Scuol-Tarasp)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

The RhB Arosa Line (Chur/Arosa)
The RhB Davos Line (Landquart/Davos)

Albula Line by Crocodile (Chur/St.Moritz)

£18.95 +£1 p/p each

NORTH-EASTERN SWITZERLAND

The Appenzell Railways
(Gossau/Wasserauen/St. Gallen)

The Bodensee-Toggenburg Railway
(Rapperswil/Romanshorn)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

All videos are available in English and German
language PAL or NTSC. Most titles are also
available in French language PAL or SECAM

BERN / CENTRAL SWITZERLAND

Emmental Railways 1 (Moutier/Thun)
Emmental Railways 2 (Langenthal//Huttwil)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

SBB Brünig Line 1 (Interlaken/Meiringen)
SBB Brünig Line 2 (Meiringen/Luzern)

£18.95 +£1 p/p each

SOUTH-WESTERN SWITZERLAND

The Fribourg Railway (Palézieux/Montbovon)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

The IVIOB Railway (Montreux/Zweissimmen)
£18.95 +£1 p/p each

FAMOUS MOUNTAIN ROUTES

BLS Lotschbergbahn (Brig/Thun)
Gotthard North (Zürich/Göschenen)

Gotthard South (Chiasso/Airolo)

£19.95 +£1 p/p each

WRITE PHONE OR FAX
FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST

FULL-COLOUR CATALOGUE

Order now! n

CREDTT CARD HOTLINE |l

(0)1703 473320
MITV Ltd (Dept SR) 15 Trent Way, West End,

Southampton, Hampshire S030 3FW, United Kingdom
Fax: (0)1703 470485

Overseas Orders please add £4 p/p per tape
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