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122 S. ELIAHOU AND M. KERVAIRE

Moreover, the monomials appearing on the right hand side are distinct,
have non-zero coefficient ±7 and form a non-empty subset of an -basis

of Fp[x,y]/(xr,ys). Indeed, on the one hand, pk+l — 1 — vo < uo in view of
the inequalities

uo + v0 + bi)pl > (ak + bk)pk and ak + bk>p,
i=0

and on the other hand j+u < wq+w r—1 and /?*+1 —j— l+v < vq+v s— 1.

If & — — 1, then wo ^0 0 and the above conclusion still holds.

Summarizing :

1

IP'1^+1

1

nk+i + 1 Pk+1 s),

and this completes the proof of Theorem 2.
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