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1. Introduction

The cultivated plants of a region are usually a mixture of exotic and

native species. As a rule the most successful exotics originate in regions

which have climates similar to the region into which the species is being
introduced (see introduction to this volume by H. LIETH). It will be clear from

the tables presented in this paper that the majority of common cultivated
species in North Carolina are either natives or introduced from mesic, warm-

temperate, southeast Asia while relatively few species have been introduced

from drier Mediterranean regions of the world.
Since North Carolina has a broader spectrum of climates than any
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