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Summary

Political and legal aspects of unutilised land from the
point of view of forestry

Federal forest statutes and measures for the promo-
tion of forest aim at increasing forest stands with
mainly protective function. From this viewpoint, the
regeneration of the forest in the mountain regions is
desirable. On the other hand, the uncontrolled
spreading of forest vegetation over large areas, as
already occurring in some mountain regions, can run
contrary to public interests.

Forest is only one of the various forms of land-use for
areas no longer cultivated. The question of reforesta-
tion of such land must be considered carefully;
moreover, decisions must be taken in good time, since
areas of natural forest regeneration legally become
forest as soon as they correspond to the definition set
out by the law.
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It is not the purpose of the forest conservation laws to
prohibit land-owners from keeping their land free of
forest vegetation. If, however, a land-owner does not
take steps to prevent the natural growth of such
vegetation on unutilized land, what is legally defined
as forest may develop. This is particularly the case in
the Canton of Tessin, where the favourable climate
promotes the rapid growth of forest.

From the forester’s viewpoint, future research on
unutilized land should focus on the development of
feasible methods for the detailed determination and
regular inventory of forested areas. Furthermore, in
order to include new forest areas in reforestation
plans, both suitable criteria should be evolved to
identify forest functions and appropriate mapping
techniques. Above all, however, future research work
should be based on a comprehensive approach
incorporating all aspects of the problem.
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