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AN OLD CUSTOM! PISH CARNIVAL AT ERMATINGEN - March 51.

A small fish, only 4.-6 inches long, is a great favourite among the
connoisseurs of Ermatingen, a town situated on a branch of Lake
Constance. According to tradition, two rival Popes lived at
Ermatingen during the famous Church Council of Constance in 1 lj.1 i+-—*18,

one of whom,eventually crowned as Pope Martin V, was specially fond
of the baked fish, called "Groppen". Wishing to show his
appreciation to the populace of Ermatingen when he left the country in
14-18, he granted them the privilege of a late Carnival on Laetare-
Sunday, which was finally named the "Groppen" Carnival.

SPRING FESTIVAL.

Zurich celebrates its ever lovely Sechsel'duten Festival on Monday,
April 16. This annual event glorifies the passing of Winter and
arrival of Spring. The "B$gg" an effigy of Winter, is burned at
the stake with quaint ceremonies at six o'clock in the evening. A
parade of the ancient guilds precedes this rite, and balls and
other gay festivities furnish a grand finale for Winter's retreat.
Needless to say, the children, too, come into their own on a special
day, and their festival, with cortege and juvenile ball, sparkles
with the gladness of youth.
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