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The 2_35 Mill, will be devoted exclusively and entirely formilitary measures, thus protecting our borders effectively andproving to other Powers our determination to let no foe put hisfoot on our land, no matter who. Eighty-two per cent of the moneywill remain in the country, giving work to many thousands. Onlyspecial equipment, such as airplane-engines, heavy guns,etc.,will be ordered elsewhere. Air and frontier protection are the
two most important sections to be enlarged. No less than 55 Mill,
are to be devoted to building airplanes and the necessary equipment;

48 Mill, are reserved for "Erdabwehr", i.e. air-craft guns,
heavy machine-guns, searchlights,etc. 1+6 Mill, are needed forfortifications. The building of smaller "forts" has already been

commenced some time ago, particularly to protect us against
surprise attacks of tanks. The remainder of the loan will be absorbed

by heavier artillery and all other branches of the Army.

FARMING IN SWITZERLAND.

In a recent publication we enlarged on agriculture and dairy
produce of our homeland, and v/e will conclude this theme with a
few notes on cultivation of cereals. This cultivation constitutes

the chief item of husbandry. Wheat and spelt are sown
chiefly, being best suited to the Swiss climate and soil. Rye,
oats, barley and maize are to be found also in various proportions.

Production gradually decreased until 1917» but the war
brought about a marked improvement. In 1926 cereals covered
18,800 hectares. Vegetable growing, equally favoured by the
climatic condition, is practically sufficient to cover the country's

needs, with the exception of certain southern products.
The potato is by far the most important of cultivation. Whereas
formerly the potato crop amply covered domestic needs, today,
owing to its less extensive cultivation, it has to be completed
by foreign imports. Beetroot cultivation is especially important
for fodder (white and yellow varieties). Switzerland depends now
for the sugar supply almost entirely upon foreign imports.
Tobacco is the only industrial plant of any importance grown in
this country, but here again the quantity of locally grown
tobacco is insignificant compared with foreign imports. Another
product worth mentioning is straw for industrial purposes. Hops,
flax, hemp, etc., are obtained almost exclusively from abroad.

BRIEF NEWS:

The 2nd September,1976, marked the 170th anniversary of the
terrible landslide at Goldau. A huge mass of earth and rock,
1070 feet in width, a depth of 270 feet, and length of ^000 feet,
15 Mill, cubicmeters, came down from the Rossberg and buried 457
people, and 577 buildings.

Infantile paralysis seems to be prevalent in various parts of
Switzerland. In several villages of the upper Rhein Valley, as
v/ell as Bienne, all schools have been closed.

During last July, AO,94-0 foreign motor vehicles visited Switzerland

against 79,12A for the same period of last year. France,
England, Holland and Belgium provided the majority of these visitors.

It may interest our readers to hear something about the international

shipping on the Rhine, with Basle as terminus. During 1975,
the total traffic amounted to 61,200,200 tons, an increase of
5.4% over 1974. The international fleet on the Rhine today amounts

to 8 Mill, tons, of which 2.6 Mill, belongs to Germany, 7.J Mill,
to Holland, and the rest under French, Swiss and Luxemburgian
flags. The whole of the Rhine fleet consists of 12,462. lighters
and sailing vessels, 242 Tank lighters, 196 freight steamers,
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