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As regards Exports, they have risen from 306,3 million francs to
329,9 million francs, showing an increase ûf 23,6 million francs.
Thanks to this, the deficit of the commercial balance has been
reduced from 93,6 million Swiss francs for the first quarter of 1938
to 68,5 million francs in 1939. It is interesting to note that
amongst those imports which show the most marked increase, are raw
iron and steel, iron used for building, and coal; on the other
hand, there has been a certain decrease in raw cotton and copper,
raw materials for brewery, wheat, fodder and oxen. As regards
exports, the textile industry shows an increase of 6,6 million Swiss
francs, cotton fabrics alone having gained more than 3 million
francs. Foodstuffs have gone up by one million, materials
appertaining to chemical and pharmaceutical industries have increased
by 14'2" million francs. The metallurgical trade, however, shows a
decrease of about 4 million francs, due to the state of the watch
trade, where sales have declined from 51,7 million francs to 40,1million. This loss can be largely attributed to the political
situation which hardly favours the export of luxury articles. On the
other hand, all other branches of the metallurgical trade show a
distinct progress machinery; an increase of 4 million^ tools
and apparatus; 2 million, raw aluminium; 1,5 million etc.)
The index of the cost of living and that of wholesale prices has "
maintained the same level, the former showing even a slight
tendency to decrease. Unemployment is on the decline; during the
moirth of March, the application for work dropped by 1000 as
compared to 1938 and by 20.000 as compared to January 1939.

In spite of the troubled political situation, it is evident that
Swiss trade is slowly but surely on the uprise. One should not forget

the tremendous effort put forward by Switzerland to re-enforce
her National Defence. In April, the Federal Parliament voted a
credit of 415 million francs, one half of which will go for the
upkeep of the army, and the other half to procure work for the
unemployed. However, this still was not deemed sufficient and the
Government forsees a further credit cf 190 million francs, which
will be devoted exclusively to National Defence.

Switzerland is building the, world's most powerful
electric locomotive and the world's smallest motor.

The Swiss railways are building an electric locomotive, which will
be presented at the Swiss National Exhibition at Zurich, designed
for use on the St. Gotthard line. The construction of the engine-
will be finished shortly. After completion of the mechanical parts
in the ï/interthur workshops, the giant locomotive temporarily
separated into two sections,w as sent to Oerlikon where the electrical

fittings are being mounted. The locomotive weighs 232 tons, is
32 metres long and develops a force of 12.000 HP, a power never
previously attained.
The new engine will constitute a special type adapted to the unusual

conditions of the St. Gotthard line C 700 metres difference in
level on the northern side and 900 metres on the southern side).
The locomotive, composed of twin s cotions, can attain a speed of
110 km an hour. On the slopes of the Gotthard it will be able tc
draw trains of 7oo tons at 65 km an hour.

Although hardly the size of a hazel nut, the world's tiniest motor
runs, fed by a miniature electric battery. This marvel of Swiss
construction has a motor composed of 48 parts, weighs 160
milligrammes 0.16 grammes) and develops 5 milliwatt(viz. 0.005 watt-
or 0.000.005 KW). It will be on exhibit at the Swiss National
Exhibition which will contain two world records of a very special type;
the world's most powerful electric motor 12.000 HP) and the
world's smallest electric motor.
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