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Eastern Switzerland marks the
death of 'Heidi's creator'

Johanna Spyri, one hundred
years ago...

Everyone knows the story of the
orphaned Swiss girl, who was sent
to live with her reclusive grandfather
on his alp, her stay in Frankfurt and
her triumphant homecoming.
- Heidi pilgrims are expected to flock
to Switzerland in even greater numbers

this year because of the 100th
anniversary of Johanna Spyri's
death. They will also have more to
do and see.
- There will be Heidi trails to follow
around Maienfeld and Bad Ragaz -
picturesque places in eastern
Switzerland where the story
originated, as well as walks in the Enga-
dine valley where most Heidi films
were shot, including the latest
version, which was released in Switzerland

last month.
- This year about 100,000 Heidi
devotees are expected to descend
on Switzerland - about twice as
many as in any other year. It's proof
of Heidi's immense marketing potential

and her ever-lasting appeal.
- "Heidi" as a person, has qualities
that are important for every society
in every period according to a folklore

expert from Zürich university.
- Many people have done many
things with 'Heidi" over the years but
nobody really managed to change
the heart of the story he says.
(excerpts from a story by Swiss Radio International.

Ed.)

The organisation has produced a
guide to this year's special sites

and events •4'
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The "Heidi-Alp"
Heidi's Grandfather for this year is a
real mountain farmer with cows and

goats to look after.
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