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Auckland Swiss Farm Update

The big mystery solved

Only too often do we hear people
wondering where the beautiful, large
black and white picture is taken, that's
hanging up next to the bar at the
Auckland Swiss Farm. It is looking a
little bit faded now due to the sun and
humidity, but considering how old it is,
it is in a remarkably good condition.
With the help of Yvonne Bühler we have
solved the mystery...

The winter scene picture is taken of the
picturesque chapel on the Bettmeralp,
located on a sun terrace high above
the Rhone Valley. The Catholic Church,
standing 2000 meters above sea level,
is located up on a little hill with a breath
taking view of the mountains and the
village. Aside from the Matterhorn,
several other four-thousand-meter
peaks including the Weisshorn and Dom,
can be admired in the background. The
car-free village of Bettmeralp which is

only accessible by a large-car cableway
is located in the immediate vicinity of

the impressive Aletsch Glacier, the first
UNESCO World Heritage Site of the
Alps. The family-friendly summer and
winter holiday resort boasts almost 300
sunny days a year.

So how did this picture end up at
the Swiss Farm?

In the 1970's this large picture, which
belonged to Swissair, was hanging in

their office in Auckland... Swissair shut
their office down in the early 1980's
and the large print got passed on to the
Auckland Swiss Club, during the time
when Urs Reinhard was president.

It needed a bigger audience than a
private home could offer. So when Marie
Therese Melville Schöpfer opened her
Cafe in Auckland in 1982, she looked
after it and often got asked where that
beautiful picture was taken.
The print of the Bettmeralp was hanging

there until the Cafe closed and the
picture was given to by Oscar Roggen.
From 1984 onwards, it was hanging up
in his Denture clinic in Hobson Street in

Auckland for quite a few years.
After the opening of the extension at

the Swiss Farm in 1998 (the 'large hall'
as we know it today) Oscar gifted this
gorgeous picture of the Bettmeralp
in the canton of Valais, back to the
Auckland Swiss Club. From the day of
the big 'Power Party' in March 2001 it
has been hanging there ever since and
been admired by hundreds of people.

By Tanja Latham-Zurbruegg
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After a lot of hard work and several
working bees the Auckland Swiss
Farm in Kaukapakapa finally has a new
extension to its playground! The new
Swing Bridge was christened at our 1.

August function and everyone loved it!

Young and old ventured over the new
slats and enjoyed the "viewing platform"
- apparently it's a work-in-progress - so
more improvements to come! Thanks
very much to Henry and everyone who
helped design and build our awesome,
new swing bridge!
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