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«Indeed it can be argued that the major com-
ponent in European culture is precisely what
made that culture hegemonic both in and
outside Europe: the idea of European identity
as a superior one in comparison with all the
non-European peoples and cultures. There is
in addition the hegemony of European ideas
about the Orient, themselves reiterating Euro-
pean superiority over Oriental backwardness,
usually overriding the possibility that a more
independent, or more skeptical, thinker might
have had different views on the matter. In a
quite constant way, Orientalism depends for its
strategy on this flexible positional superiority,
which puts the Westerner in a whole series of
possible relationships with the Orient without
ever losing him the relative upper hand.»

Edward W. Said, Orientalism
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