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Notes on Contributors

BROOK BOLANDER is an assistant for English Linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Basel, Switzerland. Her research interests are in computer-
mediated communication (CMC), sociolinguistics and discourse analysis.
Within the field of CMC, she is particularly interested in language use
and power in blogs, and identity construction/relational work through
language in Facebook. At present she is working on a PhD project on
the negotiation of power in blogs.

AMIT CHAUDHURI is, according to the Guardian, “one of his genera-
tion’s best writers.” His latest novel (his fifth), The Immortals (London:
Picador, 2009), was a New Yorker Book of the Year, and Critics” Choice,
Best Books of 2009, in the Boston Globe and the Irish Times. He is also an
internationally acclaimed essayist, and a musician, having performed
worldwide as a singer in the Hindustani classical tradition, and as an
experimental musician at venues such as the London Jazz Festival and
the Brecon Jazz Festival. Among the prizes he has won are the Com-
monwealth Writers Prize, the Society of Authors’ Encore Award, the
Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and the Indian Government’s Sahitya
Akademi award. He is Professor of Contemporary Literature at the
University of East Anglia, and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Litera-
ture. He was one of the judges of the Man Booker International Prize
2009. He i1s also the first Indian writer to have had a Guardian editorial
written about him, “In Praise of . . . Amit Chaudhuri.”

NIKOLAS COUPLAND is an elected member of the UK Academy of
Social Sciences and Research Director of the Centre for Language and
Communication Research at Cardiff University. He was founding editor,
with Allan Bell, of the Journal of Sociolinguistics, published by Blackwell.
With Adam Jaworski he edits the Oxford University Press book series,
Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics.

MICHAEL DOBSON, Professor of Shakespeare Studies at Birkbeck
College, University of London, has worked extensively in universities in
Britain and the United States, and has held visiting fellowships in the
USA and in China. He comments regularly on Shakespearean perform-
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ance and criticism for the London Review of Books and the BBC, and has
contributed programme notes for the Royal Shakespeare Company,
Peter Stein, the Sheffield Crucible, and Shakespeare’s Globe. As well as
pursuing interests in textual, historical and biographical matters, his
work on Shakespeare is particularly concerned with the stage and critical
history of the canon from the Renaissance to the present. His publica-
tions include Performing Shakespeare’s Tragedies Today: The Actors’ Perspective
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 20006), The Making of the Na-
tional Poet: Shakespeare, Adaptation and Authorship, 1660-1769 (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1992), The Oxford Companion to Shakespeare, co-edited
with Stanley Wells (Oxtord: Oxford University Press, 2001), and Eng-
land’s Elizabeth: An Afterlife in Fame and Fantasy, with Nicola Watson
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), as well as many articles and
book chapters. He is co-editor of the Palgrave Shakespeare Studies
monograph series, serves on the editorial boards of Shakespeare Survey
and Shakespeare Qnarterly, and is a founder member of the European
Shakespeare Research Association. At Birkbeck he is convener of the
MA programme in Shakespeare and Contemporary Performance.

ANGELA ESTERHAMMER is Professor of English Literature at the
University of Zurich. She works in the areas of English, German, and
European Romanticism, performativity and performance, and philoso-
phy of language. Her most recent book publications are Romanticism and
Improvisation 1750-1850 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008)
and the co-edited volume Spheres of Action: Speech and Performance in Ro-
mantic Culture (Toronto 2009).

KELLIE GONCALVES received her BA in German and Politics from
New York University in 2000. Subsequent to teaching EFL to both
children and adults in Voralberg, Austria, she came to the University of
Berne and completed her Lizentiat in 2005. She completed her PhD in
October 2009 entitled Language and Identity Performance among Intercultural
Couples: An Interactional Approach. It is a localized qualitative study of
Anglophones married to native Swiss German speakers residing in the
geographic area of Interlaken. Her research interests include Sociolin-
guistics, English as a Lingua Franca, Historical Linguistics, Language
Change, Discourse and Identity Construction and Narrative Studies. She
has taught courses in Historical Linguistics, Macrolinguistics, Discourse
and Identity and The History of the English Language.

CELINE GUIGNARD is currently a doctoral student and an “assistante
diplomée™ at the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. She took her mas-
ter in English and History at the same university and wrote her master
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thesis on Ossianic poetry, pseudo-ancient literature of the eighteenth
century and Gothic fiction. During the course of her studies, she studied
Scottish literature and history, together with Celtic studies, at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh. Her academic stay in Scotland awakened her in-
terest in Scottish Gaelic and she returns yearly to the Isle of Skye to
attend Gaelic classes at the Gaelic College of Sabhal Mor Ostaig (Co-
laiste Ghaidhlig na h-Alba). Her doctoral thesis is a study of the repre-
sentation of Scottish Highlanders, their language, culture and history, in
the Scottish literature of the 1890s-1930s. Her interests encompass Scot-
tish and Gaelic literatures, histories and languages, James Macpherson’s
Ossianic poetry, Gothic, fantasy and horror fictions, and Anglo-Saxon,
Welsh and Irish medieval literatures.

MARC HAAS graduated from the University of Lausanne in 2009 (B.A.
in Linguistics, English, Film Studies). He is currently doing work to-
wards his MPhil degree in Linguistics at the University of Oxford, which
he will complete in 2011.

MIRIAM A. LOCHER is Professor of the Linguistics of English at the
University of Basel, Switzerland. Her work has been in the field of lin-
guistic politeness and the exercise of power in oral communication
(Power and Politeness in Action, Mouton, 2004) and advice-giving in an
American Internet advice column (Advice Online, Benjamins, 2006). She
has edited a collection of papers on impoliteness together with Derek
Boustield (Impoliteness in Language, Mouton, 2008), on Standards and
Norms of the English Language (Mouton, 2008), together with Jirg
Strassler, on interpersonal pragmatics with Sage L. Graham (Mouton,
2010) and on computer-mediated communication and politeness (Jour-
nal of Pragmatics, 2010). She is currently working on illness narratives in
a joint project with the medical humanities of the University of Basel.

ADRIAN PABLE is Assistant Professor of Linguistics at the School of
English, The University of Hong Kong. While his former interests in-
cluded historical dialectology, sociolinguistics and literary linguistics, he
is now publishing in the fields of integrationism and philosophy of
mind. He is a member of the editorial board of the journal Ianguage &
Communication, as well as member of the Executive Committee of the
International Association for the Integrational Study of Language and
Communication (IAISLC).
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BARBARA STRAUMANN is Senior Assistant in the English Seminar at
the University of Zurich. Her research interests include literary and
cultural theory, psychoanalysis, gender, film and visuality. She is the co-
author, with Elisabeth Bronfen, of Die Diva: Eine Geschichte der Be-
wunderung (Munich: Schirmer/Mosel, 2002) and the author of Figurations
of Exile in Hitchcock and Nabokov (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
Press, 2008) as well as a number of articles on masculinity, celebrity
culture, Germaine de Staél, Henry James and Willa Cather. She is cur-
rently working on her Habzlitation project on female performer voices in
nineteenth and twentieth-century narrative fiction and another book
tracing the cultural afterlife of Queen Elizabeth I.

ALEXA WEIK is an Assistante-docteure in the English Department at
the University of Fribourg, Switzerland and currently also an Interna-
tional Fellow at the Rachel Carson Center for Environmental Studies in
Munich. She earned her PhD in Literature at the University of Calitor-
nia, San Diego in 2008 with a dissertation on cosmopolitan American
literature. She has published articles on ethnic and transnational Ameri-
can literature, environmental justice, cosmopolitanism, and eco-
cosmopolitanism in the African American Review, The Journal of Common-
wealth and Postcolonial Studies, and elsewhere,
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