
Zeitschrift: The Swiss observer : the journal of the Federation of Swiss Societies in
the UK

Herausgeber: Federation of Swiss Societies in the United Kingdom

Band: - (1934)

Heft: 662

Artikel: Sentinels of Lucerne

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-691606

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 01.07.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-691606
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


1503

Slie was followed by Miss Josephine Soutliey
John, who excellently rendered Bach's " Sara-
bande," " Rhapsodie No. 2," by Brahms, " No-
velette," by Schumann and Ilenselt's " Si
Oiseau j'étais " at the pianoforte. The phrases
of Baeli's '• Sarabande " were measured and
shaped with graceful insight. Miss Josephine
Soutliey John is a fine artiste; perhaps the four
pieces which she played were a trille too long
for an occasion like the Fête Suisse," but the
hearty applause whs nevertheless spontaneous,
and, I may add, deserved,

M. W. Fischer then introduced the children
of the Sunday School of the " Scliweizerkirche,"
in one act out of the little play, " If We Were
in Switzerland," of which he is the author. The
little artistes acted splendidly. It was a happy
idea to bring these little children to the Central
Hall. They brought a touch of our'Homeland
into the programme, which the audience knew
how to appreciate, judging by the applause,

The next number on the programme was en-
titled " Fragments," and Mile. Adrienne Cam-
part entertained the company in some character
studies, which were much applauded and which
proved that she is a capable and intelligent
young artiste.

The first part of the programme finished with
two songs rendered by a " Chœur mixte," under
the conductorship of Mme. Weber. Both conduc-
tor and choir are to be congratulated 011 their
performance, especially the "Prière patriotique"
by Jacques Dalcroze, which was excellently ren-
dered.

An announcement was then made that an
interval of an hour was to take place, in order
to allow the artistes and their audience to look
after their more material requirements The
" Foyer " was filled with tables containing the
most Templing delicacies, such as strawberries
and cream, delicious pastries, ices, sandwiches,
and there was also a coffee bar. But the chief
attraction proved to be the kitchen, where de-
lightful hot sausages were cooked. Each pur-
chaser took his " Pärli " away in a, piece of
paper, with a little clash of mustard "spread
out." Knives and forks were not supplied ; but
that did not matter. The " Wienerlis " and
rolls tasted just as good without those encum-
bering implements.

The catering, as in former years, was en
trusted to Mr. and Mrs. A, Schmid, from the
Glendower Hotel, and no better choice could ever
have been made. It is not an easy undertaking
to feed about 900 hungry mouths in the short
space of an hour ; but in spite of a congestion
here and there, principally causée] by some over-
anxious people, who were frightened that they
might be too late to get their little tummies
filled, everything went off without a hitch. The
staff worked like heroes, and like their chief, kept
on smiling. I must say that some of the young
ladies behind the stalls were as "appetising"
as the goods they were selling, especially a young
lady behind the " Wienerli " counter. She must
have kept at least one of my good friends en-
tranced, as he confided to me that he must have
eaten an enormous quantity of sausages, so as
to make his presence at the counter not too
obvious.

Once again Mr. and Mrs. Schmid deserve a
hearty vote of thanks ; they know how to do it,
and they do it well.

During the interval the Swiss Orchestral
Society regaled the audience with some popular
Swiss tunes, in which, on the invitation of the
conductor, everyone joined in singing.

The second part of the programme was
started by a selection from the opera " II
Trovatore," by Verdi, and I am sure that all
those who heard this splendid orchestra play will
agree with me that they played exceedingly well.
Mr. P. Dick, its able conductor, has every reason
to be proud of his players, and the Colony, too,
ought to be proud to call upon such excellent
artists. The progress which the orchestra has
made since I heard them for the first time, some
years ago, is remarkable. The nuancing, for in-
stance, in the ouverture of the opera " Rienzi,"
by Wagner, was of the utmost fineness. It was,
indeed, a grand performance for an orchestra of
amateurs, and the long, almost unending ap-
plause was a befitting acknowledgement for such
fine entertainment.

A Swiss concert without some yodeling is al-
most unthinkable ; it would be like roast beef
without dripping. This want was supplied in the
person of Mr. F. von Bergen, who sang exceed-
ingly well. The songs listed on the programme
were : " In fisem lieben Aemmital," arranged by
O. Schmalz, and " Geissbfihler Trutzliedli," by
R. Fellmann. He was accompanied on the ac-
cordeon by Mr. A. Gandon, a very fine player, and
both these gentlemen simply brought the house
down. Mr. von Bergen, who time after time had
to give some encores, has indeed made a name for
himself in the yodeling fraternity.

The Swiss Choral Society, under the con-
ductorship of Mr. E. A. Seymour, F.R C.O., ren-
dered two songs, " Der Lenz ist angekommen "
and " Im Walde," by -T. Diirreivand E. Marsch-

ner respectively ; both songs were performed with
feeling and restraint/"* and were loudly ap-
plauded.

Mr. Seymour then played the "Marche Triom-
phale," by S. Karg-Elert, on the organ in his
masterful way, and the singing of the National
Anthem by the audience terminated the 65th Fête
Suisse.

This year's fête was again an undeniable sue-
cess, and the organising committee, the artistes
and helpers deserve the thanks of all those who
were priviledged to attend this splendid function.
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SENTINELS OF LUCERNE.

Already in the dim ages of the lake dwel-
lers there stood silent guardians on the fair
shores of the Lake of Lucerne, Mount Pilatus,
the Rigi, the Bürgenstock, the Stanserhorn and
the Seelisbèrg, each and every one with magnetic
qualities of its own. But mountains in that
era were not climbed by convenient railways,
and while their presence and the existence of
many other beautiful peaks in the environs pro-
vided valuable protection against invaders, Lu-
cerne, which had settled itself on the lake, at
the efflux of the Reuss, needed further security.

Thus, in the 13th century, a regular plan
for fortifications was worked out. The 108 feet
high octagonal Water Tower which adjoins the
covered wooden Kapell Bridge was built as a
safeguard for Lucerne's lakefront. It also served
as a prison, being equipped with a dungeon and
a torture chamber. In later years it accommo-
dated the, town treasury and to-day it is used as
the storehouse of the municipal archives.

Another pioneer among Lucerne's man-
created sentinels is the Rathaus Tower. In this
case the original structure was already replaced
in 1350, and then equipped with quarters for a
fire watchman and a trumpeter. The rather
striking helmet with which it is now crowned
was added in 1618, increasing its height to 141
feet.

Quite a sturdy representative of Lucerne's
watch towers is j the Nölliturm, bordering the
Reuss. The present tower dates back to 1513,
for its pi'edecessor had proved inefficient in times
of siege. The structure is 98.4 feet high. Its
exterior diameter measures 42.65 feet and its
walls are over seven feet thick. While the Nölli-
turn was equipped with guns in the Middle Ages,
its 20th century rd]e= is to serve as headquarters
of one of the ap.ci<piLguîIjïijf. •:

The neighbouring " Männliturm " is of 1408
vintage. It is an interesting specimen, with a
flat roof flanked by two turrets, of which one is
surmounted by a standard-bearer, the " Männli."
This structure is 754 feet high, ad was for-
merly also a watch tower.

Adjoining rises the " Luegisland." It was
built in 1291 and is consequently the dean of the
Musegg " guards." The watchman's room used
to be directly under the pointed roof, and an
hourly signal was given to the fire watch through-
out the night. Later these watchmen had to
play their trumpets on the tower for the enter-
tainment of the public on market days. The
venerable " Luegisland " now contains the muni-
cipal water pressure reservoir.

Next comes the Heuturiir, now known as
Wachtturm. Its origin dates back to 1408, and
property owners of that precinct were allowed
to keep their hay in this building until 1582.
Afterwards it served as a storage place for gun
powder. Lightning in 1701 ignited a vast quan-
tity of the same, and after reconstruction had

been completed, the watchman's room and the
fire bell from the " Luegisland " were transferred
to this tower.

Quite popular in this line of medieval senti-
nels is the Zitturm, which had its origin prior
to 1408. It is equipped with the first town clock
existing already in 1385, and for many centuries
it was adorned with paintings.

The last of this company of sturdy guardians
is the Allenwindenturm, erected in 1408, and
used for storing gunpowder. In the same year
the Musegg wall, connecting these towers, was
heightened and reinforced.

The carefully maintained ramparts of Lu-
cerne are no longer necessary for the safety ofits inhabitants, but they are of immeasurable
value for their great historic and artistic interest
and contribute in n o small degree to the rare
beauty of this much-sung spot.

Recommend your relations and friends
visiting London to stay at the

Foyer Suisse
12, Upper Bedford Place,

Russell Square, London, W.C.I

Family Hotel in course of renovation
under the management of the

Schweizer Verband Volksdienst

//of am/ coW wafer in eoeri/ room
£xce//enf Cooking é Sc/iii;eizer£üc/ieJ

A/oc/erafe 'Prices.

Telegraphic Address: Telephone:
FOYSUISSE, LONDON. MUSEUM 2982
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I COSMOS FREIGHTWAYS I
g AGENCY LIMITED. g
1 43/45, Great Tower Street, E.C.3. g
jj Directors: W, BECKMANN' <fc K. A. NUNNKNMACHER (Swiss) g
I OFFER A RELIABLE, COMPLETE TRANSPORT |
g & CUSTOMS SERVICE THROUGHOUT THE

I CONTINENT & OVERSEAS, jI " PRIVATE EFFECTS AND HOUSEHOLD Ig REMOVALS SPECIALLY CATERED FOR." §
1 LOWEST QUOTATIONS AND FULL INFORMATION 1
g GIVEN ON APPLICATION. g
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DANCE RECITAL
Marcelle Valerie

Swiss exponent of rhythmic and
dramatic dancing,

at the

RUDOLF STEINER HALL
33, PARK ROAD, N.W.I

on TUESDAY, JULY 3rd at 8.30 p.m.

Frederick Jackson at the Piano. French songs by Gustave Ferrari.
For tickets (3/6 to 10/6) 'phone Bayswater 1016.

WORLD'S RECORD SALE OBTAINABLE FROM ALL LEADING
66,000,000 GALLONS. Sole Concessionaires for U.K. and Export BEER MERCHANTS, STORES, ETC.

JOHN C. NUSSLE & CO., LTD. 8, CROSS LANE, LONDON, E.C.3.

Telephone Royal 8934 (2 lines)
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