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HOME NEWS

FEDERAL.

SWISS NATIONAL BANK.
net profit of the Swiss National Bank
for 1936 was I'rs.4,750,000 (about £226,000) — the
same as for 1935 — after allocating Frs.500,000
to reserve.

T

he

A 6 per cent. dividend (including an extra of
1 per cent.) will be paid on the share capital of
Frs.25,000,000 : and Frs.3,250,000 credited to the
I'ederal Treasury.

The balance-sheet total, which had dropped
from Frs.2,179,000,000 (£103,600,000) to Frs.
1,887,000,000 (£90,000,000) in 1935, rose to Frs.
3.506,000,000 (£167,000,000) at the end of 1936,
representing a record figure.

Turnover was valued at Frs.118,100,000
(£5,624,000,000), which compared with Frs.

109,500,000,000 for 1935 (£5,214,000,000).  This
big increase must mainly be attributed to the
extensive gold dealings by the bank.

SWISS FRONTIER TO BE REINFORCED.

A reinforcement of Switzerland's ** Frontier
defence detachments ’ was decided upon. The
special  **Volunteer defence formations,” re-
cruited from army volunteers, were first formed
in November, 1936.

In the Par

mentary debates upon the in-
crease in the Swiss military budget, and in the
negotiations which preceded the calling into
being of the frontier force, constant allusion was
made to ‘* the danger from without.”

NEW MEMBERS OF THE SWISS OLYMPIC

COMMITTEE.

M. William Hirschy, President, and Dr. F.
Messerli, General Secretary of the Swiss Olympic
Committee having resigned, they were replaced by
Messrs. Marcel Henninger and Dr. Hafner.
FAVOURABLE BALANCE OF THE FEDERAL POST,
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE ADMINISTRATION.

The net profit of the Federal Post, Telegraph
and Telephone Administration for 1936 amounts
to 20 milliom franes or 2 million francs more than
in 1935.

PROSPERITY COMING?

As far as is known at present there will take
place 91 shooting competitions in Switzerland
during the current vear.

YUGOSLAV-SWISS CASE SETTLED.

Agreement Dbetween the Swiss TFederal
Government and the Government of Yugoslavia
in the ‘ Losinger et Cie  case, resulting in the
withdrawal of this case from the World Court,
provides further evidence that the very existence
of the court often stimulates amiable solution in
difficult cases.

The Losinger case resulted from a contract
which had been concluded in 1929 between the
former autonomous District of Pozarevac and the
American Oriental Construction Syndicate for the
planning, construction and financing of railways
in that district.

In 1931, the Société Losinger et Cie of Berne
and the State of Yugoslavia, vespectively, substi-
tuted themselves for the American firm and the
District of Pozarevac. Some time afterwards the
Yugoslav Government declared the contract can-
celled, and as a result the dispute arose, which
was submitted by the Swiss Government to the
World Court.

The suit had been the subject of a prelimin-
ary objection lodged by the respondent Govern-
ment, and the court by an order of June 27th,
1936, had joined this objection to the merits of
the case. Meanwhile, however, the two govern-
ments settled the matter between themselves,
reaching a complete and definite agreement, which

induced them to discontinue the proceedings
instituted by the Swiss Government and have the
case removed from the court’s list.

It often has been noticed that as soon as re-
course to the World Court is even mentioned as
a solution to a dispute, ways of conciliation seem
to open, which at first seemed impossible.

The prospect of a clear, unbiased judgment
of the highest court of justice in the world, from
which there is no appeal, apparently tends to
make parties agree while the case is already pend-
ing.

SWISS NATIONAL EMBLEM.

The Geneva Convention Bill, which has
already passed the House of Lords, was passed
by Standing Committee ““ B’ of the House of
Commons, without amendment.

The Bill gives effect to an article of the Inter-
national Convention of 1929 and makes it unlaw-
ful for any person, without the authority of the
Board of Trade, to use for the purposes of his
trade or business, or for any other purpose, any
design of a white or silver cross on a red ground,
similar to the Arms of the Swiss Confederation,
or any colourable imitation of the ‘“ Red Cross ™
of ¢ Geneva Cross.”

* What has happened and what has disturbed
the Swiss,”” said Dr. Burgin, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Board of Trade, ** is the way in
which the white cross on a red ground has
acquired a certain amount of commercial usage.

‘¢ Great Britain, as a trading nation anxious
to see that bad trade marks had short shrift, has
taken care to see that any trade mark of this kind
registered after December 23rd. 1931, should he
invalid. Penalties under the measure, however,
would not be retrospective.”

LOCAL.
ZURICH.

Dr. Otto Naegeli, Professor of medicine at
the University of Zurich, and director of the

Medical Clinic at the Cantonal Hospital, is
shortly retiring from his post.
* * *

The entire assets amounting to 30,000frs., of
the *¢ Knabenmusik *’ of the town of Ziirich, have
been lost, through embezzlement by the cashier.

* * *

With the death of Dr. Wilhelm von Muralt,
which occurred at his home in the ‘“Riimistrasse”
at the age of 92, the town of Zurich loses one of
its best-known personalities. Dr. von Muralt was
for over half a century a medical practitioner in
Zurich. He was closely connected with the child-
ren’s Hospital for over 60 years, of which he was
35 years as its surgeon-in-chief.

BERNE.

Dr. Hans Bluntschli, Professor of Anatomy
at the University of Berne, and director of the
anatomical Institute, has celebrated his 60th
birthday anniversary.

Professor Bluntschli enjoys a great reputa-
tion not only at home, but also abroad, as one of
the leading scientists, and he has written several
books: he paid various visits to South America.

* * *

The late Louise Miiller, from Berne, who
already during her life-time had been a great
benefactor, has left an amount of 700.000 Frs. for
charitable purposes.

* * *

The cantonal tribunal, sitting in Bienne, has
condemned M. Rys, a notary in Longeau to three
vears imprisonment; in addition to which he has
been taken off the rolls as a practising notary.

BASLE.

The death is reported from Basle of Mr.
Robert Hegar-Menningen at the age of 84. The
deceased was for many years the proprietor of the
well-known music publishing firm at the Steinen-
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berg ; he was also for some time a member of the
Administration of the ‘¢ Nationalzeitung.”
* *

M. Robert Wyss, a prominent teacher of sing-
ing, and at one time a well-known concert singer,
has died in Basle at the age of 64.

VAUD.

The celebrated pianist and former President
of Poland Paderewsky has given a Concert at the
Cathedral in Lausanne for the benefit of the un-
employed of the canton of Vaud, the receipts ex-
ceeded 16,000 frs.

* * *

The late Mme. Elisa Heerm, well-known as a
painter, has left an amount of 57,000 frs. to
various charitable institutions.

GENEVA.

An explosion happened in the cabin of a
dredging machine at the Rue de Carouge in
Geneva, costing the life of one man ; several work-
ment and pedestrians received injuries and hun-
dreds of window panes were broken.

* * *

A woman by the name of Gourrat was brought
to the Infirmary in a state of collapse due to under
nourishment, she later died. It was found that
she had hoarded in a poorly furnished room
money and securities amounting to over 80,000frs.

LA POLITIQUE.
Autour du budget fédéral.

Nous avons donné, lantre jour, quelques
indications sommaires sur le contenu du rapport
que le Conseil fédéral adresse aux Chambres, a
propos du budget de 1937 et de la situation finan-
ciere. Il sied A’y revenir aujourd’hui, texte en
main.

Aprés avoir constaté que tout budget pré-
sente forcément des lacunes, en raison notamment
des dépenses votées en cours d’exercice et qui
supposent P'octroi d’un crédit supplémentaire, le
Conseil fédéral calme les appréhensions de ceux
qui craignaient de voir les dépenses extraordi-
naires se monter a quelque 60 millions. En
réalité, elles ne dépasseront pas trois millions,
affectés au soutien du prix du lait, comme nous
I’avons exposé récemment.

Le budget votée le 23 décembre 1936 par
1’ Assemblée fédérale annoncait un déficit de
40,750,000 francs. Mais il avait été impossible
de tenir compte des répercussions possibles ou
certaines de la dévaluation, lesquelles d’ailleurs
ne sauraient étre estimées maintenant d’une
facon précise. En outre, le Conseil fédéral
déclare que la dévaluation ne P’a pas délié de
Iobligation de verser des subsides de fabrication
a4 ceux A qui il les avait promis. Iei, nous
reléveront cependant que, dans les cas on il serait
établi que la dévaluation & facilité une reprise du
travail ou permis de nouvelles exportations, les
subsides fédéraux devraient étre réduits en pro-
portion ou, éventuellement, supprimés, en dépit
des engagements pris alors que la situation était
différente. Tersonne n’a un droit absolu & des
cadeaux de la Confédération.

Les crédits ont été passés en revue, et 1’on
est parvenu a les réduire de 5,646,953 francs.
Ainsi, au département politique et a celui de
I’économie publique, les mesures prévues pour le
développement des services commerciaux ne pour-
ront pas étre exécutées complétement en 1937.
Un nombre important de petites réductions ont
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6té décidées,
ments.

aux chapitres des divers départe-
Méme le militaire y a passé!

Le service de la dette figure pour 128.7 mil-
lions, montant sur lequel le remboursement de
Pemprunt de 1925 est sans effet, Les réserves sont
représentées par 39.5 millions. La défense natio-
nale exige 110 millions. Les subventions se
chiffrent par 178.8 millions et les dépenses d’ad-
ministration par 67.4 millions. D’ol un total de
dépenses de 524.4 millions. Le Conseil fédéral
estime que ces trois postes: service de la dette,
réserves et défense nationale, soit au total 278.2
millions, ne peuvent étre réduits. N’entre donc
en considération qu'un montant de 228.7 millions,
dont le tiers est destiné a des * mesures de crise,”
auxquelles on pourra renoncer progressivement.
Restent les subventions et les frais d’administra-
tion — 118.7 millions — dont la réduction est liée
au probléme d’ordre général que les experts
auront pour tiche d’étudier.

Le rapport suppute également un surplus de
recettes de 6.1 millions.

Le déficit de la Confédération et celui des
C. F. F. donnaient un total de 119.9 millions.
Mais le département des finances estime qu’il en
faut dédnire les sommes affectées & des amortisse-
ments ou a des réserves, soit 81.8 millions, le
déficit ¢ réel 7' restant de 28.1 millions. TLe
subterfuge est adroit pour créer une bonne im-
pression : mais il rappelle un peu les expédients
de Panurge. Qu’'on déduise les amortissements
its financiers et les réserves, c¢'est a la rigueur
ime, puisqu’il ¥ correspond un certain
accroissement de fortune; en revanche, pour ce
qui concerne les batiments. le matériel, ete., bref,
tout ce qui est sujet & usure et dépréeiation,
Partifice est bien hardi et ne saurait donner le
change, méme aux profanes.

Bref, grice a ces tours de passe-passe, on
déclare que la situation financiére de la Con-
fédération et des €. F. I, “saméliore’” de 24.3
millions, et que 'excédent net des dépenses n’est
plus que de 3.8 millions. Comme dit la chanson,
“Tout va trés bien, madame la marquise ...

Pourtant, ¢’est sur le papier que les choses
s'arrangent. In fait, les dettes demeurent des
dettes, et de quelque nom qu'on les appelle les
amortissements grévent quand méme le budget.

D'autre part, le Ille programme financier,
qui sera soumis aux Chambres en juin, ne con-
sistera guére qu’en une prolongation de célui de
janvier 1936. Bref, on temporise et 'on atermoie,
comme ci-devant. TLe moment n’est point encore
venu d’emboucher les trompettes de I'exultation et
d’entonner I'Alleluia.

Léon Savary.
(Tribune de Genéve).

SWISS BANK CORPORATION.

The Annual Report of the Swiss Bank Cor-
poration has recently been submitted, and we give
a short resumné of its contents :

* The many disturbances and conflicts in the
political sphere which have characterised the year
and the attendant uncertainties failed to stem
the course of the economic improvement which,
thanks partly to Government intervention, has
been increasingly evident in many countries in
recent years. lHome trade in particular has in
most countries shown a marked improvement
supported by increased orders for armament pur-
poses. There has moreover been an increase both
in the volume and the value of the total turnover
of world trade, though efforts continue to be made
in many countries to achieve a still greater degree
of national self-sufficiency.

In Switzerland this improvement was par-
ticularly noticeable in the chemical industry, in
watchmaking and in various branches of the tex-
tile trades as also in the engiueering industry.
Notably easier conditions were experienced on the
money market during the year and the tone of the
Stock Exchanges became gradually better as the
year advanced.  Activity in the capital market
was chiefly limited to bonds of the Confederation
and the various public bodies, and among the new
issues must particularly be mentioned the new
Federal Defence Loan which was offered at par in
September. Subscriptions amounted to Frs. 332
million, a total which exceeded all e\pe(’t(ltions
and gives proof of the determination of the Swiss
people to make every sacrifice demanded in the
defence of their country.

The decision of the Federal Council to write
down the exchange value of the Swiss franc by
about 309 fell in a period which was already
characterised by a gradual business recovery.
The aim was to align it to the present level of
currency value and prices as they stand in Great
Britain and in North America and serve as a
general criterion of world values. The decision
of the French Government on the previous day to
adopt a similar course was a contributory factor
in influencing the Swiss decision whilst the agree-
ment between France, the U.S.A. and Great
Britain opened up a prospect that these leading
commercial powers would be ready to subscribe
to the policy of stable exchanges which has alway
been the ultimate aim of the gold block countri

The effects of this new development made
themselves felt at once in so much as money
hitherto hoarded or held abroad came to the fore
again.

Amongst the industries which have more par-
ticularly benefited by devaluation may be men-
tioned the watch trade and the hotels. It is,
however, the various public authorities which are
the greatest beneficiaries, since fresh borrowing
and conversions can be arranged on very favour-
able terms, while the farmers can look forward to
cheaper mortgage conditions,

L% * *

The great increase in the volume of deposits
which followed the depreciation of the Swiss franc
and the conversion of the various items of the
assets and liabilities of our London office to the
new parity of the £ sterling have brought about
an extraordinary increase in the total amount of
our balance sheet which has risen by Irs. 345
million to Frs. 1,389 million. 1In view of the
liquid state of the money market cash has risen
from Frs. 117 million at the end of 1935 to I'rs.
319 million at the end of 1936. The increase in
general expenses on staff and office upkeep, in-
cluding taxation, is to be attributed to the con-
version into Swiss francs at the new rate of ex-
change of those ‘items which affect the London
office. 1In all our offices and particularly London,
business has shown a satisfactory increase.

On the 1st of July, 1937, the Federal Law
for the revision of Articles 24 and 33 of the Code
des Obligations will come into force as approved
by the Federal Parliament on the 16th and 18th
of December. Several provisions of this Law and
of the Federal Law regarding Banks and Savings
Janks of November 1934, have caused us to revise
our Articles of Association and to submit to the
General Meeting on the 26th of Tebruary a num-
her of textual and material alterations. These
proposals foresee that in futnre every share will
entitle the holder to one vote at the general meet-
ing. We further propose to circumscribe the
duties and responsibilities of the DBoard and of
the (Greneral Managers in the sense indicated by
the new law and further to reduce to 59 the
proportion of participation of the Board in the
net profits, which remain after payment of a
dividend of 59,. We also propose to fix certain
regular attendance fees for our Directors: the
General Meeting will have to determine the
amount thereof.

At the end of the
Walter  Eichenberger,

under review M.
Manager of the

year
Deputy

London office, retired after more than 38 years’
service with our Corporation.  We wish to ex-
press to him our thanks for the valuable and

faithful service he has rendered throughout this
long period.

On the Ist of January, 1937, we appointed
Dr. André von der Weid, previously a procura-
tion-holder, to be a Sub-Manager attached to our
(Gieneral Managers in Basle, and Messrs. rnest
Luterbacher and  Marcel Wintsch, previonsly
procuration-holders, to be additional Sub-Mana-
gers to our London office.™

After deduction of expenses and taxes, and
making provision for had and doubtful debts, ete..
the net profit for the year ended December 3lst,
1936, amounts to S.Frs.8,242,828, which together
with the amount carvied forward from last year,
viz., S.Frs 1,056,085, makes a total of S.TFrs.
9.208,913.  The Board propose to pay a dividend
of 39, on the paid-up capital, which will absorb
S.Frs.8.000,000, and to carry forward S.Frs.
1,298,913.”

EDUCATIONAL LIFE IN SWITZERLAND.
Aims and Methods of Swiss Private Schools.
By Dr. K. E. Lusser, President of the Board of
the ** RosexNBereG CoLLEGE,” Nt. GaLn
(Switzerland.)

Both in respect of accommodation as well as
of teaching methods, numerous Swiss private
schools are amongst the most progressive tuitio-
nary and educational establishments of the Con-
tinent to-day. Almost all the experimental inno-
vations such as Swedish Drill, the Moveable
System of Classes, the Work-principle, Open-Air
Lessons, ete., are the results of pioneer work in
Private Schools.

IHow is it that exactly in recent years, a con-
stantly increasing number of parents begin to
entrust Swiss private schools with the education
of their sous and daughters, in spite of the con-
siderable financial sacrifice which it entails for
them?

Whatever the factors may be that contribute
to such a tendency — whether they be pedagogical,
or personal, or, as is quite often the case, in con-
sideration of health — the conviction which has
now been held for centuries in England, that a
good and approved private school is in a posi-
tion to provide a particularly careful education,
is rapidly gaining ground in our country too.
Private schools to-day are attended not only by
those special pupils whose intellectual develop-
ment stands in particular need of individualized
methods of instruction, but also by those whose
parents desire them to have the benefit of a really

privileged education. In these days, charac-
terized as they are by the struggle for existence,
by the many social obligations that lay claim
to one’s time, by the incessant bustle of a me-
chanical age, a systematic education of character
in the home is threatened by a hundred disturbing
influences, and those parents are rare who have at
their disposal the requisite leisure and the oppor-
tunity for the uninterrupted and consistent pur-
suit of pedagogical ends, without which success-
ful education is impossible.  Very different are
the conditions in a well-conducted Private School.
The unavoidable effects of going to school in the
city, the influences of a city environment alto-

gether, are eliminated. A uniform will direct
both lessons and spare-time, and enlists both in

the se e of efficacious education as a whole.
The same spirit inspires hoth the management as
well as the teaching staff, both get to know the
individnal character of the boys by daily contact
with them, and both are specialists in that im-
portant province, which requires  experienced
experts for its work just as urgently as does the
construction of machines, the building of elec-
trical works, or the organization of commercial
concerns. Both management and staff are aware,
that every young person composes a world of his
or her own, a world of high ideals and sunny
prospects, but also of dark passages and dan-
gerous pits : a world that opens its doors only in
response to  a  kindly consideration of its
peculiarities, which are in need of the most con-
sistent guidance and help. No experienced peda-
gogue can escape the conclusion that, especially
in the adolescent years, an intellectual change of
environment has just as beneficial an effect on the
moulding of character as a change of air has on
the body. The young people have opportunity of
practising modern languages by daily conversa-

tion, they get to know other characters and
nationalities. their intellectual horizon is ex-
tended, many idiosynerasies are got rid of as a

result of the keen criticism of their young school-
mates, and they are more easily able to adapt
themselves to the common order of things, con-
formity to which is a matter of course for every-

body. All this develops social sense and conduct
in these yvoung people, almost without their know-
ing it.

(To be continued).
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