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s/s " CHA5SERAL," THE FIRST SWISS SHIP TO
ENTER A U.K. PORT.

The port officials in London shook their heads on
October 3rd when the papers of the steamer " Clias-
serai " were submitted to them for clearance purposes.
" A Swiss ship Never heard of such a thing! " they
remarked. Had the mythical " Swiss Navy " come to
life, after all Well, they smilingly examined the
beautiful Swiss-made" registration certificate which
Captain Henrotin, a Belgian, had handed to them, and
the fact had to be recognised that f.or the first time in
history a ship flying the flag of little alpine Switzer-
land called at a port in Great Britain. She had quietly
crept up the River Thames to load a cargo of 3,500 tons
of cement for Rio de "Janeiro and another Brazilian
I>ort.

It will be remembered that the Federal Council,
when the shipping situation became serious in 1941,
hurriedly brought into being, by decree, a maritime
law to allow the national flag to be used on the high
seas. The Government purchased four ships, the
smallest being the " Chasserai " which was formerly
the Honduran fruit carrier " Tegucigalpa," trading
in the West Indies and the Gulf of Mexico.

Captain Henrotin has served on the " Chasserai "
since she was bought in 1941, though at first not as
Master. Among his crew of twenty-nine are only two
Swiss The majority of his officers and ratings are
Italian, with a sprinkling of Belgians and Portuguese.
The mess boy is a smart lad from West Africa. The
Captain speaks six languages fluently. He is very satis-
fied with the men he commands. " The more nation-
alities on board, the better! " he says.

Unfortunately, urgent duties prevented Monsieur
Ruegger from accepting 'the ship's managers' invita-
tion to visit the steamer, but Mr. Baeliler, Mr. Weibel
and Mr. Rothenbuehler, Legation officials, went on
"board to enjoy the Italian cook's supper-lunch (roast
turkey, etc. and to be conducted over the vessel, in-
eluding the engine room.

The "Chasserai" has rendered valuable service
to the Confederation during the war. In the latter
part of 1941 she carried two cargoes of foodstuffs from
U.S.A. to Genoa, in transit for Switzerland, and
nearly a thousand tons of Swiss export goods to New
York, while in 1942 and 1943 she was employed in the
shuttle service between Lisbon and Genoa/Marseilles/
Toulon, for the Greek ships under charter to the Swiss
War Transport Office were not allowed to enter the
Mediterranean and therefore had to discharge their
cargoes at Lisbon. In 1944 she brought two cargoes
of coffee and other produce from Central America, and
a shipload of wheat from Philadelphia. She was nearly
sunk in April of that year when belligerent 'planes
bombed her outside. Sète. Her engine room and holds
were flooded and she had to be beached. One member
of the crew was killed. After effecting provisional re-
pairs at Sète, she was put into excellent condition at
Lisbon, and throughout 1945 she helped to tranship
the huge Swiss stocks of grain and other commodities
which had accumulated at Lisbon.

This year the " Chasserai " has carried Swiss im-
ports from Brazil, West Africa and U.S.A., and after
lier present outward voyage for foreign account, she is
expected to load grain in South America for Switzer-
land.

Captain Henrotin loves his ship, which in spite of
her fifty years presents a fine appearance. Large sums
of money have been spent on lier to make her sound
and strong from mast to keel. The Master wonders,'
somewhat sadly, what is going to happen to the " Chas-
serai " when the shipowning department of the Swiss
Government closes down, as .sooner or later it certainlv
will.

TO THE SECRETARIES OF THE LONDON
SWISS SOCIETIES AND CLUBS.

We should like to impress the Secretaries of the
Societies and Clubs in our Colony the necessity of
advising us in good time of any fixtures their respec-
tive Societies are arranging. Experience has amply
showed that co-operation in this direction is very de-
sirable, several gatherings during the last season hav-
ing met with little success, mainly on account of the
dates clashing.

Strike at the Root

of the Disorders

— THE BLOOD

Do you know that your blood is like a defending army within
a fortress The Red Corpuscles, if normal, are a strong, virile,
efficient force which mans the walls and repels all attacks of
disease. Weak Blood decreases the supply and multiplication of the
health-defending Red Corpuscles, leaving the fortress (your system)
vulnerable to the attack of any disease or epidemic that comes along.

HAEMATOCEN
makes straight for the Blood. Its special
constituents are so balanced that they
are absorbed through the digestive tract
immediately into the Blood. They build
up the Red Corpuscles at a terrific rate
incorporating into the Blood an enormous
Recuperative force and an ever-increasing
power to resist and throw off disease.

Dr. Hommels Haematogen is not a patent cure-all — but a com-
bination of scientific elements that are prescribed and heartily
recommended for men, women and children by more than

n.t.i.MiH.ibMrm
Don't experiment, go straight to your local Chemist and get a

trial bottle — test it faithfully for a week and note the amazing
difference in your health, activity, vitality and appearance.
Guaranteed harmless to the most delicate constitution.

HOMMEL S HAEMATOCEN & DRUG C?

121, NORWOOD ROAD. I.E.24
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