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THE

SWISS OBSERVER

February 25th, 1955.

SWISS WHITE WINES

Bottled in Switzerland

(Fendant Pétillant)

CLOS DE MONTIBEUX -

(Fendant)
JOHANNISBERG -

NEUCHATEL L’AURORE

e
L’ETOILE DU VALAIS -

A. Orsat

A. Orsat

A. Orsat

Cornu Grisel

Shipped by :
J. B. REYNIER LIMITED
16/18, TACHBROOK STREET

LONDON, S.W.I
ViCtoria 2917/18

Also a full range of Fine French Wines.

HOLIDAYS
ABROAD

1955

PLEASE APPLY FOR
OUR FREE PROGRAMME
CONTAINING HUNDREDS OF
ATTRACTIVE SUGGESTIONS.

ALL TRAVEL SERVICES

BURLINGTON ARCADE,
PICCADILLY, W.I.
Telephone: MAYFAIR 0111

Manager : F. O. SOMMER

ALLTRANSPORT BUILDING,
LITTLE TRINITY LANE, E.CA4.
Telephone : CENTRAL 5200

Manager : R. LAWRENCE
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Derek Meakin

FERBRUARY ]n'o_\'i(los a first-class opportuni‘.cy for

seeing  how a mnormally highly-
respectable Swiss city can let its hair down. The
date : February 28. The place : Basle. The occasion :
the annual carnival.

This is something really out of this world. How
can it fail to be a roaring success when the whole
population has been busying itself for many months
beforehand making preparations? The costumes and

tableaux are designed in strictest secrecy, and dif-
ferent families vie with one another in thinking up
the most- extraordinary guises.

Every year there
are some unforget-
table scenes for both
visitors -and citizens

alike. For the
tourist the most fas-
cinating sight will
probably  be  the
mummers in their
amazing masks. But

the Swiss themselves
will be looking for-
ward to the rather
wicked satires on
current events. De-
ocorated lorries and
carts are used to
depict some scene in
local polities. | City
big-wigs, in parti-
cular, have their efforts over the past 12 months de-
bunked in no uncertain terms. Everyone and every-
thing is open to good-natured abuse at carnival time.
Basle’s neighbour, Zurich, also comes in for a great
deal of leg-pulling, as there is no end to the rivalry
between these two cities. In fact the people of Basle
rather cuttingly assert that the nicest thing about
Zurich is the afternoon train back to Basle!

Garnival cuties — in the
Basle fashion!

Naturally breakfast on carnival morning is always
in keeping with the great occasion. The restaurants
and cafés open at five o’clock to serve a thick brown
Gebrannte Mehlsuppe, which is a soup made of burnt
flour, and an onion flan called Zwiebelwdihe.
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