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COMMERCIAL NEWS
Final Report on the 40th Swiss Industries Fair, Basle.

There was an extraordinarily large number of
visitors at the 10th Swiss Industries Fair which took
place from 14th to 24th April, 1956, in Basle. It is
estimated that the total number of visitors was
750,000. Very great interest was shown by visitors
from other countries, the Foreign Visitors Office
having recorded 13,780 visitors from 86 countries.
However, experience has shown that not anything like
all foreign buyers report to the Foreign Visitors Office,
but a conservative estimate of the number of foreign
visitors places the figure at 30,000.

At the time of preparing this report there are
no details yet available about the amount of business
actually done, but one thing is certain and that is
that, from a general point of view, there was an
atmosphere of well-founded confidence in the further
trend of economic development. If an attempt were
to be made to reflect the general feeling which obtained
during business conversations at the Fair, perhaps
the situation could best be described as one of wary
optimism.

Demand from foreign countries was particularly
brisk in the case of the watchmaking industry for
which the Basle Fair represents the most important
economic manifestation of its kind. The electrical
industry, general engineering and the textile
machinery industry also reported many visitors and
experts in those lines. A great impression was made
on those visiting the textile machinery industry sec-

tion where the two special displays " Création " and
" Madame-Monsieur " aroused enthusiastic interest.

Swiss Participation at International Toys Fair.
At the 6th International Toys Fair recently held

in New York, Switzerland exhibited, among other
articles, watches for children, music-boxes, dolls with
musical movements, bicycles and toy railways. Due
Swiss manufacturer of toy railways has a considerable
success on the American market. Other Swiss pro-
ducts shown in New York included steam engines and
other toys of a technical character. The Swiss toys
were particularly remarkable for their careful finish
and excellent quality.
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