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SWISS BLOOD

From 1950 to the end of 1964, the regional centres of
the Blood-Transfusion Department of the Swiss Red Cross
supplied a total of 1,251,635 batches of fresh blood to
doctors and hospitals in Switzerland and, in addition,
placed 165,661 blood donors at their direct disposal.
During the central laboratory's first 15 years, these mobile
blood collection teams carried out 4,097 joint campaigns,
in this way collecting 673,589 donations of blood. The
Central Laboratory of the Blood Transfusion Department
in Berne uses the blood collected by these mobile teams
for the manufacture of dried plasma and plasma by-
products. In Switzerland the demand for supplies of fresh
blood increases by 10% every year. In 1964 the regional
centres collected no fewer than 200,000 donations of blood;
this result, added to that of the mobile teams, raised the
total number of donations of blood received from all over
the country last year to over 300,000, a figure never reached
before.
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