Switzerland's busiest boats

Autor(en):  Jager, Jakob

Objekttyp:  Article

Zeitschrift:  Swiss express : the Swiss Railways Society journal

Band (Jahr): - (2008)

Heft 94

PDF erstellt am: 11.07.2024

Persistenter Link: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854621

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften. Sie besitzt keine Urheberrechte an
den Inhalten der Zeitschriften. Die Rechte liegen in der Regel bei den Herausgebern.

Die auf der Plattform e-periodica vero6ffentlichten Dokumente stehen fir nicht-kommerzielle Zwecke in
Lehre und Forschung sowie fiir die private Nutzung frei zur Verfiigung. Einzelne Dateien oder
Ausdrucke aus diesem Angebot kbnnen zusammen mit diesen Nutzungsbedingungen und den
korrekten Herkunftsbezeichnungen weitergegeben werden.

Das Veroffentlichen von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen ist nur mit vorheriger Genehmigung
der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Die systematische Speicherung von Teilen des elektronischen Angebots
auf anderen Servern bedarf ebenfalls des schriftlichen Einverstandnisses der Rechteinhaber.

Haftungsausschluss

Alle Angaben erfolgen ohne Gewabhr fir Vollstandigkeit oder Richtigkeit. Es wird keine Haftung
Ubernommen fiir Schaden durch die Verwendung von Informationen aus diesem Online-Angebot oder
durch das Fehlen von Informationen. Dies gilt auch fur Inhalte Dritter, die tUber dieses Angebot
zuganglich sind.

Ein Dienst der ETH-Bibliothek
ETH Zirich, Ramistrasse 101, 8092 Zirich, Schweiz, www.library.ethz.ch

http://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-854621

SWITZERLAND’S BUSIEST BOATS
Jakob Jager

Horgen to Meilen Ferry Zlirisee’.

The well known fleet of ships on the
Vierwaldstittersee carried some 2,376,000
passengers in 2007 but this was on a
network of routes that criss-crossed this
multi-armed lake serving a large number of
destinations. The busiest single shipping
route in Switzerland is not however on any
of the major tourist routes, it is across the
Ziirichsee between the communities of
Horgen and Meilen.

In 2007 this essential link in the local
transport infrastructure carried 2,247,000
passengers and 1,277,000 vehicles on its
five ferries as they shuttled on their 10
minute trips across the lake. Operated by
Ziirichsee-Fihre Horgen-Meilen AG this
service reaches its 75th anniversary this year
following its opening on the 23rd May
1933. There are a number of local
celebrations planned to commemorate this
operational milestone. All the ships are
similar being a double-ended design with a
drive through vehicle deck running under-
neath a central block of accommodation for
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passengers that includes the navigation
bridge. They are practical work-a-day
vessels rather than the elegant steam and
motor ships that cruise the other lakes, as
well as the Ziirichsee, but I find them
attractive.

Of the five ships the Schwan is the
oldest having been built in 1969, although
it was refurbished in 1999. The Mezlen was
built in 1979, the Horgen in 1991, the
Ziirisee in 1999 with the Burg being the
youngest having only joined the fleet in
2003. Each can carry some 300 passengers
and up to 44 cars and all the ships were
built by Bodan-Werft at Kressbronn in
Germany. The ferry company has its own
small maintenance base at Horgen on the
west shore of the lake where the ships are
normally moored when not in use. Sailings
take place at a 7 minute frequency during
peak periods, although three ships
operating at a 10 minute headway is more
common, whilst the service normally runs
from around 6am to almost 10pm each day.
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Details are in Kursbuch
Table 3735. The passenger
fare is just SFr2 one-way
and the Swiss Pass is valid.

Horgen is a busy
commercial and
commuter town that is
served by trains from
Ziirich Huptbahnhof on
lines S2 and S8 to its main
station from where it is a
short walk alongside the
lake to the ferry terminal.
There are also services
from Ziirich to Horgen
Oberdorf (S21 and S24)
but this station is high up
at the back of the town
some distance away from
the lake. Meilen is a
smaller community, which
is now another dormitory
suburb of Ziirich with an
attractive lakefront. It too
has frequent trains into
the city from its centrally
located station on lines S6,
7 and 16. When in Ziirich
why not take time out for
a short excursion to
experience Switzerland’s
busiest boats?

TOP: Ferry leaving Horgen.

MIDDLE: Ferry leaving
Meilen.

BOTTOM: Horgen to Meilen
Ferry ‘Burg’.
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